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County Transportation Overview

Counties are agents of the state
• Elections
• Courts
• Recordingg
• Prosecution
• Jail
• Assessment/Collection of Taxes• Assessment/Collection of Taxes
and

•Transportation
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County Transportation Overview

39 counties:

• 6.8 million residents statewide

• 4.3 million reside in incorporated citiesp

• 2.5 million reside outside of cities and rely on county 
roads

3



County Transportation Overview

4



County Transportation Overview

5



County Transportation Overview

• One‐third (33%) of county roads in western Washington are 
urbanurban

•while only 5% of eastern Washington county roads are urban 

• Almost two thirds (61%) of King Pierce and Snohomish county• Almost two‐thirds (61%) of King, Pierce, and Snohomish county 
roads are  classified as urban

• Almost one‐third (29%) of all county roads are designated asAlmost one third (29%) of all county roads are designated as 
truck routes
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County Transportation Overview

• Four counties (Whatcom, Skagit, Pierce and Wahkiakum) 
id hi l d f iprovide vehicle and passenger ferry service.

• King County also operates and maintains a passenger only ferry 
system through a county ferry districtsystem through a county ferry district.

7



County Transportation Overview

• 90 % of county arterials and collectors road surfaces are in fair 
or better conditionor better condition

• County roads have the highest fatality rate at 2.12 fatalities per 
100 million vehicle miles.00 million vehicle miles.

• One‐fifth of 3300 county bridges are either structurally 
deficient or functionally obsolete. 
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County Transportation Overview

Expenditures – All Funds
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County Transportation Overview

Local revenue options available:

• Property tax – levy lid lift with voter approval
• Levy up to $2.25 per $1,000 A.V.

i b fi di i• Transportation benefit districts
• License tabs up to $20 ‐ councilmanic approval
• License tabs up to $100 with voter approvalp pp
• Tolls, and other revenues

• Local option gas tax up to 10% of state total
• County ferry district – up to 75¢ per $1,000 A.V.

• King County restricted to 7.5¢ per $1,000 A.V.
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Transportation Overview

How local projects are funded

• Local funds:
• Property tax, forest harvest tax, real‐estate excise tax, 
permits & feespermits & fees

• State funds:
• Motor vehicle fuel tax (MVFT) distribution,  rural arterial 
program county arterial preservation programprogram, county arterial preservation program, 
transportation improvement board, Capron refunds (Island 
and San Juan County)

• Federal funds:
• Federal highway administration (FHwA) project grants, 
bridge replacement, secure rural schools (forest )
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Contacts

Eric Johnson
Executive Director
360.489.3013
ejohnson@wacounties.org

Scott MerrimanScott Merriman
Deputy Director
Finance & General Government
360.951.9256
smerriman@wacounties.org

Gary Rowe
WSACE Managing DirectorWSACE Managing Director
360.770.7766
growe@wacounties.org
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