End of an Era: Thank You Bill Vogler

Yesterday afternoon WSAC Executive Director Bill Vogler announced to the association’s Executive Committee his plans to retire after 33 years of service to counties. Bill’s commitment to public service and to the Association, WSAC membership, and staff will be deeply missed.

Bill holds 17 years of WSAC history and memories, having been hired in 1990 as Assistant Executive Director. In 2000, after a seven month nationwide recruitment, the Board of Directors selected him for the Executive Director position. He has traveled many miles, eaten many meals and shared many stories across 39 counties over the years. Some of his yarns have gained legendary status (ever heard the one about the CIA plane ride?) as has his passion for the success of the organization.  Through all the years Bill has remained a relentless crusader for and voice of Washington counties. 
The Association has grown and undergone many positive changes with the help of Bill’s leadership. No longer a dues-dependent organization, under his tenure the budget has tripled while non-dues revenue has grown from five to 59 percent. As importantly, the portfolio of services and products available to WSAC members has expanded greatly to meet county needs. 

“I am leaving at a time that the Association has never been stronger or more prepared to face the future,” said Vogler. “We have the best members and staff, bar none.”

Bill’s county service began in 1974 when he was elected as the auditor of Grays Harbor County; he then became an active WACO member, serving as President of the Auditors Association. Six years later he was elected County Commissioner. For ten years he served as Commissioner and, as a WSAC member chaired the Legislative Steering Committee in 1989, until he was tapped for the WSAC position.

Bill and his wife B.J. plan to travel, golf, and enjoy more time with their children and grandchild. Also on the retirement list is Bill’s desire to actually use his woodworking equipment and to visit all the national parks around the country.

Bill’s last day will be March 31. Information about his retirement event will be forthcoming when the details are set.

All of us extend our heartfelt wishes to Bill and B.J. for a fulfilling and rewarding retirement. Bill, we can’t imagine WSAC without you!

A message from the Executive Committee

Thursday, January 17, 2008, the WSAC Executive Committee was informed by Bill Vogler of his choice to retire as Executive Director effective March 31, 2008.  

 Thank you, Bill, for your sixteen years of leadership with WSAC, eight of those being our Executive Director.  We honor your decision, and as surprising as the announcement was, we will enthusiastically look ahead to the future for WSAC.  We know how difficult this decision was.  You have set a pace and a standard that will be hard to follow.    

Throughout history, every organization undergoes change in leadership, and we want everyone to know that we are committed to continue the high levels of performance that we are known for.  An old basketball saying is “Pain produces change.”  Even though we will go through this painful period of time to replace Bill, we will stay focused on taking WSAC to the next higher level.

The Executive Committee will meet next week to begin the selection process for a new Executive Director.  I assure you, our organization will continue its high performance with the dedicated and professional staff –one of the best qualified staff we have ever worked with, thanks to the efforts that Bill Vogler has given us through all these years.

Sincerely,

Mary Hunt, President

Lynda Ring-Erickson, Vice President

Merrill Ott, Secretary/Treasurer
Leo Bowman, Past President
Senator Haugen and Representative Clibborn to Speak at WSAC Legislative Rally Breakfast

The respective leaders of the House and Senate Transportation Committees, Senator Mary Margaret Haugen and Representative Judy Clibborn, will speak to WSAC members and guests at the WSAC Legislative Rally Breakfast on Thursday, February 7th starting at 6:45 a.m.  This event is at the Tumwater Valley Lodge.  Registration is required for this breakfast event.  (click here for map & directions)
The kickoff event for the 2008 Legislative Rally is the Governor’s Reception which takes place at the Governor’s Mansion on the Capitol Campus on Wednesday evening, February 6, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  Please join us!  This is a great way to meet informally with elected county leaders from throughout Washington State.

A couple of reminders from the Governor’s Mansion Staff and the Washington State Patrol:

 Please pre-register:  a quick e-mail RSVP back to WSAC is required.  WSAC must provide a list of attendees in advance.  Also, please remember to bring photo ID.

We hope these procedures are not confusing.  It is important we honor the security procedures of the Governor’s Mansion Staff and the Washington State Patrol.

 To RSVP and to register for either event or if you have any questions, please contact Ginni Peppert here at WSAC at 360-753-1886 / gpeppert@wacounties.org.

 We look forward to seeing you.
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Assessors in town for Legislative Conference

The Assessors will be in Olympia for their annual Legislative Meeting January 22 thru 24.  The meetings this year will be at both the WACO Building and the Clarion Hotel.

This is an excellent time for Assessors to get some “face time” in with the Senators and Representatives on the hill, and to promote the Assessors Legislative agenda.  The Bills being promoted by the Assessors are HB 2609 Digital Imagery, HB 2610 Valuation of Exempt Property, HB 2611 Annual Revaluations and HB 2612 Modifying Revaluation Notices.  All these bills have hearings next week in House Finance.

There will also be a presentation by Jim Avery, Kitsap County Assessor, on the software system that they have been successfully using in Kitsap County.  The presentation will be after the conclusion of the Assessor business meeting the morning of Thursday, Jan. 24th at the Clarion Hotel, 2nd Floor large conference room.  Mr. Avery’s presentation will be open to any who wish to attend.  At the conclusion of his presentation, the representatives from Interlocking Software will give a Power Point presentation on their product.

Bills of interest to the Assessors are as follows:

HB 1515- Relaxes Transfers of Open Space Land

HB 2418- Voter Approval to Use Banked Capacity

HB 2488- Domestic Partners and Exemptions

HB 2545- Voter Approved Increases on Levy Limits

HB 2554- Ballot Titles Indicate Permanent Increase

HB 2643- Non-profit Student Loan Property Tax Exemption

HB 2731- Modifying activities eligible for Current Use

HB 2892- Modifying Administration of the Deferral Program

HB 2977- Burden of Proof Requirements

SB 6247- Voter Approval to Use Banked Capacity

SB 6248- Eliminating Banked Capacity

SB 6320- Deduction for repairs to Property by Act of Nature for Senior Citizens

SB 6473- Veterans Disability Exemption of $70,000

SB 6480- Information Required on Notice of Revaluation

SB 6520- Additional Information on Notices of Assessed Value and Tax Statements

SJR 8224- Constitutional Amendment to Limit Valuation of Real Property

Most of the aforementioned bills have the ability to dramatically change the way Assessors perform their jobs.  There would appear to be a fairly concerted effort to change the way the assessment side of the equation operates.  Of particular concern, a reduction in the burden of proof requirement from “clear cogent and convincing” to a lesser standard of “preponderance of evidence.”  Potentially, this could cost the counties literally millions of dollars in lost value, increased Appeals costs, administration costs, Legal Fees and Expert Witness and Expert Appraiser fees.  Time will tell.

Initiative 960 Casting a Long Shadow

In November, voters approved Initiative 960, which requires:

· A 2/3 vote required for any legislation that raises taxes.  “Raises taxes” means increasing state tax revenue to any fund or account, not just the General Fund.

· An “advisory ballot” on bills raising taxes, if not otherwise submitted to the voters as a referendum.

· Legislative approval to impose or increase any fee by a state agency.
Both tax and fee bills require:
· A 10-year cost projection, by revenue source, prepared by OFM;
· A publicity requirement triggered when bill is introduced (press release showing cost projection, along with sponsors’ contact information); and
· An updated press release for any public hearing, executive action, and floor passage, with legislators’ voting record.

The specter that a news release could be issued on a bill is causing many legislators to decline to prime sponsor legislation.  Anyone who would like to receive the new releases can sign up on a listserv created by the Office of Financial Management (OFM) at http://ofm.wa.gov/tax/default.asp.  Thus far, nine bills have been flagged by OFM as raising state revenue.  Legislators who have sponsored those bills have reported being inundated with emails following the press release.

However, whether a bill will trigger a press release is less than clear.  Although legislators have been briefed on the contents of Initiative 960, members, legislative staff, state agencies, and lobbyists still have more questions than answers.  That uncertainty, along with elections and the Governor’s admonition that legislators curb spending, have all but doomed most revenue legislation before they began.

WSAC Legislative Priority Introduced

HB 2953 and SB 6476 would increase the .09% sales tax credit for public facilities in rural counties to enable the smallest counties to receive $200,000 to $250,000 under the credit.  Additionally, the credit is extended for another ten years, which benefits all counties under the credit.  Thank you to Senator Brian Hatfield (D-Raymond) and Representative Brian Blake (D-Aberdeen) for prime sponsoring the legislation.  Hearings have not yet been scheduled on the bills.

Six-Year Property Tax Lid Lift Correction Bill Heard

On Friday, November 18th, the House Finance Committee heard HB 2545, which clarifies that these voter-approved increases in property tax levies do not permanently increase a taxing district's levy base unless on the ballot.  In November, we learned that the Department of Revenue was interpreting “technical” changes in SB 5498 (WSAC supported legislation to relax the non-supplant requirements in the levies) as converting a temporary lid lift into a permanent lid lift.  WSAC and other supporters of SB 5498 were unaware that the language would cause this result.  Consequently, WSAC is supporting HB 2545 to restore the original intent of the bill.

Sales Tax Credit for Water Quality Projects Introduced
On Tuesday January 2, the Senate Water, Energy & Telecommunications Committee will hear SB 6203, sponsored by Senator Tim Sheldon (D-Potlach), to provide a local sales tax credited against the state’s sales tax to finance water quality projects.  Such projects include, but are not limited to, an on-site program management plan for a marine recovery area under chapter 70.118A RCW, a water quality project consistent with the Puget Sound action agenda under RCW 90.71.260, a water quality component of a watershed plan approved under chapter 90.82 RCW, or a water quality project consistent with objectives determined by a total maximum daily load analysis.  The amount of credit is .04 percent in counties with a population less the 500,000 and .02% for all other counties.
Bills of Interest to Treasurers

The Senate Government Operations and Elections Committee canceled the hearing scheduled for
SB 6185, allowing treasurer discretion in property tax payment scheduling.

The bill numbers for the County Treasurers’ clean up bills concerning property tax collection and assessment are HB 2986 and SB 6587.

The Senate Consumer Protection and Housing Committee has a committee hearing on January 25, at 8:00 a.m. concerning foreclosure rescue under the residential landlord tenant act, concerning distressed sale transactions-foreclosure related; and concerning distressed property conveyances.  Bill numbers are not yet available.  Another bill concerning distressed property conveyances, HB 2791 has been requested by the Attorney General and cleans up problems concerning these conveyances.  It will be heard by the House Judiciary Committee on Tuesday, January 22, at 10:00 a.m.
County Treasurers to Meet for Legislative Conference

The County Treasurers’ Association will meet for its Annual Legislative Conference on January 24 and 25 at the Washington Counties Building.  They will begin at 10:00 a.m., Thursday, January 24, with a review of legislation, and after lunch will head up to the Hill to speak with their legislators.  On Friday, January 25, at 8:00 a.m., they will meet with Harold Smith, Manager of the Department of Revenue Exemptions and Deferrals, concerning SB 6178, which passed during the special legislative session in November.  The law provides a fifty percent property tax deferral for households with income of fifty-seven thousand dollars or less and has many challenges for treasurers and assessors.
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County Clerks Bills Heard

HB 2465, giving county clerks the authority to order funds withheld and delivered for the purpose of satisfying delinquent court-ordered legal financial obligations of offenders, was heard in the House Judiciary Committee on Tuesday, along with HB 2466, modifying the county clerks’ duties.  Both are scheduled for executive action by the Committee today.  It is likely HB 2466 will go directly to the Rules Committee while HB 2466 may be routed through the Appropriations Committee if a state fiscal note is requested to determine the costs to the state with the transfer of some publication requirements for notices in dependency actions.   

SB 6193, the companion to HB 2465, was heard in Senate Human Services and Corrections, later that day.  County clerks are working with the Department of Corrections to allay its fears that mandatory savings accounts of repeat offenders will be depleted if funds are ordered withheld.  The intent of the legislation is to give clerks the same authority that DOC had until 2003 when clerks took over collections.  The clerks’ intent is directed at collections of “windfalls” that may occur and not small savings accounts.   Inmate savings are intended to for use to reestablish them in the community upon release.  SB 6193 is up for executive action next week.  

The Senate Human Services and Corrections Committee applauded the results of the county clerks’ collection programs which have increased payment of restitution to victims by 57% in the past four years and overall collections by nearly 40%.   

Tribal Law Enforcement Updates 

HB 2476, a bill authorizing tribal law enforcement officers to act as general authority Washington State peace officers, is being heard today in the House State Government.  Washington State Sheriffs’ Association (WSSA) President Whatcom County Sheriff Bill Elfo and Yakima County Sheriff Ken Irwin testified against the bill.   The WACO Legislative Committee voted to follow the WSSA lead.  

Sheriffs have long argued that they already have the authority to commission tribal law enforcement and some counties do.   HB 2476 will remove the discretion they have in doing so and gives the State Department of Financial Management (OFM) the authority to review and verify the proof the tribe submits for certification and when this is provided, tribal officers are authorized to act as general authority peace officers.  The bill does not provide for removal of an officer if he is found unsuitable.  Others raise the issue that tribes are a sovereign nation and do not surrender any of their sovereign immunity under the bill.   

SB 6524, the companion to HB 2476, has been referred to the Senate Judiciary Committee and will be heard Wednesday, January 23, at 3:30 p.m. in Senate Hearing Room 1. The hearing will be televised on TVW.  Sheriffs who would like to testify should contact WACO.

Human Remains 


The Washington State Association of Coroners and Medical Examiners (WACME) still have problems with HB 2624, a bill dealing with human remains, even though the bill is the fifth draft of the original proposal and a striking amendment is on the horizon.  The bill is well-intentioned for the purpose of protecting and preserving historic and tribal skeletal remains.  In the process, the death investigations system in the state is muddied and WACME suggests improvements are in order. 

WACME contends that the bill lacks definition for “forensic and non-forensic” remains and does not differentiate between skeletal and all human remains.  Medical examiners allege the bill threatens their national accreditation.   The discussion continues.  SB 6521, its companion, will be heard in Senate Judiciary on Thursday at 3:30 p.m.

Sheriffs Day at WACO 

Washington State Sheriffs’ Association President  Whatcom County Sheriff Bill Elfo has announced that there will be a WSSA Legislative Rally Day at the Washington Counties Building in Olympia on Tuesday February 5.

After an early morning breakfast and meeting to discuss WACO and WASPC legislative priorities and other business, they will hold a press conference at the Capitol.   Details will be mailed as they develop.  Sheriffs:  Mark February 5 on your calendar!
Adding Eligible Medical Workers in County Emergencies

In a continuation of the effort during the 2007 session to expand the number of people who can respond in the case of emergencies or disasters, HB 2518 would allow retired volunteer medical workers from other states, territories and countries to obtain a license if they previously held a comparable health profession license in that jurisdictions. This would allow the volunteer to practice emergency medical aid under supervision in a county after a declared emergency or disaster. The volunteer would be required to complete additional training every three years in order to renew the license.

WSAC members and staff worked hard last year to make sure there was no additional liability to counties for use of these workers, which was passed as HB 1073. We will continue to monitor the bill to make sure that no county liability issues emerge for these additional responders.

Public Defense Funding in Counties Now

By now, every county should have received its allocation of the approximately $6 million for 2008 indigent defense services funding provided by the Office of Public Defense (OPD).  If for some reason your county has not received its share, or if you have questions about the funds and the expenditure criteria, please contact Sophia Byrd McSherry at OPD, (360) 586-3164 ext. 107 or Sophia.ByrdMcSherry@opd.wa.gov.

In order to be eligible for any 2009 funding allocations, you do need to expend the 2008 funding you received this calendar year or be able to demonstrate its use in a detailed implementation plan. The funds must be used to improve, and not supplant, indigent defense services.
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County Auditors 

The Washington State Association of County Auditors met in Olympia this week for both their annual Legislative and Licensing Conferences.   They also spent many hours meeting with Senators and Representatives about their legislative issues and at public hearings on a variety of bills affecting their offices.

House and Senate Committees heard numerous bills of interest to county auditors this week.  Here’s a quick rundown:

House State Government and Tribal Affairs Committee

HB 2473, eliminating the requirement that auditors send a ballot or an application to receive a ballot to inactive voters (County Auditors’ request bill) – Jeanne Youngquist and Zona Lenhart testified on behalf of the county auditors.

SHB 1529, modifying voter registration provisions (OSOS request); Auditors favor.

HB 1527, modifying absentee ballot and related election provisions (OSOS request); Auditors favor.

HB 2434, providing an employee of the county legislative authority may be appointed to the county canvassing board in charter counties (King County request); The county auditors oppose this bill.  Mike Garvison, Milene Henley, Walt Washington and Shirley Forslof testified against it.  The companion bill, SB 6181 was heard by the Senate Government Operations and Elections Committee.  The Office of the Secretary of State representative weighed in against the bill, as well as Pat McCarthy, Skip Moore and Walt Washington.
HB 2435, regarding postelection audits (King County request) -  Shirley Forslof, Sherril Huff and Evelyn Arnold testified in favor of this bill.

HB 2491, modifying candidate filing provisions (OSOS request); Auditors favor.
House Local Government Committee

HB 2459, creating the uniform real property electronic recording act (OSOS request); Auditors support.

Bill Hearings of Interest to Auditors Next Week

Auditors:  Please note that the OSOS bill preventing the invalidation of ballots that are marked so as to identify the voter has a new House Bill number - HB 2796.  The original bill was HB 2658, but that bill did not include the complete language, so it will not be considered.  The Senate companion bill (same language) to SB 2796 is SB 6312.

With that said, SB 6312 will be heard by the Senate Government Operations and Elections Committee, on Monday, January 21, at 10:00 a.m.  (No, there are no holidays here during the legislative session).  Auditors will be there in support of the bill, as well as to support other OSOS bills at the same hearing:  SB 6201, modifying candidate filing provisions, SJM 8022, proposing a regional presidential primary, and SB 8223, repealing a conflicting residency requirement for voting in a presidential election.  SB 6180, regarding postelection audits is also being heard and has the support of county auditors. 

The companion bill to SB 6312, (invalidation of ballots), HB 2796, is being heard by the House State Government and Tribal Affairs Committee, on Tuesday, January 22, at 10:00 a.m., as will HJM 4025, the companion bill to SJM 8022, proposing a regional presidential primary.

On Wednesday, January 23, the House State Government and Tribal Affairs Committee has added two bills to their hearing schedule that are supported by the county auditors:  HB 2833, adopting all mail voting, and HB 1534, an OSOS request bill first introduced last session, modifying provisions affecting candidates for elective office.
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Grants Available to Help Coastal Counties
The National Association of Counties (NACo) in partnership with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) Community-Based Restoration Program (CRP), is pleased to announce the second year of funding for the Coastal Counties Restoration Initiative (CCRI).  The initiative provides financial assistance on a competitive basis to innovative, high quality county-led or supported projects.  In 2008, CCRI will provide $500,000 in grants to improve stream, river, estuarine and other important marine habitats.

Grants that are community-based in nature and willing to work in partnership with NOAA will be given special consideration, as NOAA’s Community-based Restoration Program is providing major financial support for this partnership. A priority area for CCRI is the removal of fish passage barriers in coastal streams and rivers.  Grants will range from $50,000-$100,000, based upon need.  

“NACo is very pleased that our partnership with NOAA’s Community-based Restoration Program will expand to bring additional resources to coastal counties,” said NACo President Eric Coleman, commissioner, Oakland County, Mich. “Our nation’s coastal environment provides tremendous benefits.  Counties across the country are leading many critical efforts to restore these resources, and NACo is proud that this new program will bolster county-led efforts.” 

The Coastal Counties Restoration Initiative will encourage innovative, county projects that restore important marine and coastal habitats.  In addition, it will develop the capacity of county governments, citizens groups and other organizations to conduct community-based restoration that will enhance local watershed-based resource management and promote stewardship.  
“NOAA, in partnership with the National Association of Counties, helps restore coastal and river habitat for fish, shellfish, birds and other animals. This work improves the environment and benefits the economies of local communities,” said retired Navy Vice Adm. Conrad C. Lautenbacher, Ph.D., NOAA administrator and undersecretary of commerce for oceans and atmosphere.

CCRI is currently accepting applications.  The deadline for applications is March 24.  For more information and to access the full RFP and application instructions, visit www.naco.org/ccri, call 202-942-4246 or email ccri@naco.org. 

WSAC Legislative Steering Committee Adopts Interim Policy Statement on Climate Change
At their January 17 meeting, members of the Washington State Association of Counties adopted the following Interim Policy Statement on Climate Change:

Washington’s 39 counties are prepared to meet the challenges posed by the potential impacts from climate change.  Counties have initiated actions to reduce the effect of business operations and practices on green house gas emissions in addition to some counties initiating programs to analyze our planning and environmental review processes to ensure we have safe, sustainable, and vibrant communities.  WSAC recognizes that:

· Several counties in Washington State are national leaders on climate change issues;

· All counties are taking relevant and measurable steps to reduce greenhouse gas emissions caused by their organizational business practices;
· Several counties are taking steps to integrate the reduction of greenhouse gasses into their land use planning and environmental review processes;
· Existing elements of the Growth Management Act, including the “Environment” goal, support processes to reduce and mitigate the increase in greenhouse gas emissions such as compact urban development, enhancing transportation options including non motorized transportation facilities, commute trip reduction, transit oriented development, and protecting critical areas and natural resource lands from conversion;
· Washington’s 39 Counties have diverse views on climate change and have differing abilities/resources to respond to potential impacts of climate change;
WSAC will survey the 39 counties to collect data and information to document the specific actions being performed and/or planned related to:

· Climate Change; and 

· Reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 

As the Executive and Legislative Branch develop policy and propose legislation, WSAC provides the following policy parameters:
1. Legislation that directs county government to address climate change and greenhouse gas emissions must come with adequate and ongoing state funding to support local processes to plan, implement, monitor, and evaluate the requirements.
2. Support legislation that allows counties to adopt policies and ordinances to reduce their organizational/business practices impact on greenhouse gas emissions.
3. Support legislation that allows counties to incorporate into plans, policies, regulations, and ordinances that reduce green house gas emissions associated with activities associated with their comprehensive planning and environmental review processes.
4. Oppose legislation that places a climate change goal or element in GMA.

5. Recognize that the existing goals and elements of the Growth Management Act support processes to reduce and mitigate the increase in greenhouse gas emissions such as the establishment of Urban Growth Areas,  compact urban development, enhancing transportation options including non motorized transportation facilities, commute trip reduction, transit oriented development, and protecting critical areas and natural resource lands from conversion;

6. Work to assure counties, collectively, has representation on the Governor’s Climate Action Team;

7. In lieu of mandated requirements:

a. Provide incentives and education to achieve goals;

b. Provide performance outcomes and not prescriptive measures to follow;
c. Provide ongoing funding and incentive grants for counties to develop plans and programs to assist in reducing greenhouse gas emissions;

8.  Counties shall not be held responsible for the emissions  from activities governed by other governmental jurisdictions including, cities, ports, tribal governments, federal agencies including military and naval installations, state agencies and facilities including transportation facilities and ferries;

9. Consider incorporating Climate Change as an element within individual actions governed by SEPA environmental review and not within the Growth Management Act.

Growth Management/Land Use/Housing…  

For this session, WSAC has contracted with Bill Garvin to handle Natural Resource Issues.  Bill can be contacted at:  theolympiagarvin@comcast.net or 360-280-0504.

Facing a short 60 day session, legislative committees and hallways were a flurry of activity as bills were circulated, heard and advanced. On the Natural Resources front, the highlights included:

 
1. Governor Gregoire included money in her supplemental budget for:

· Storm damage and flood relief in the amount of $10 million

· Implementation of the agreement between the state and the Colville and Spokane Tribes to draw down the Columbia River, thereby freeing water for municipalities, agriculture and in-stream flows for fish.  Northeast Washington counties will also receive one-time money under the agreement. Total for all parties is $8.1 million.

· Money to implement climate change mitigation: $1.2 million

· Puget Sound cleanup: $9.4 million
2.
Department of Natural Resources has requested legislation to:

· Improve community and urban forest conditions in Washington State. (SB 6249, HB 2468)

· Establish a working group to improve recreation on state lands. (SB 6212, HB 2472)

· Provide flexibility in the use of state owned aquatic lands. (SB 6214, HB 2470)
3. Embracing large Democratic majorities in the legislature, the Environmental Caucus will advance four main bills this session:

· Evergreen Cities: An effort to put more trees in urban areas.

· Local solutions to global warming: Modifying GMA to require cities and counties to do more in reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

· Washington Climate Action: Creates a time line and structure to achieve Washington's global warming pollution reduction goals and begins a program to prepare Washington workers for jobs in a clean energy economy.

· Local farms, healthy kids: Establishes a pilot project whereby local farmers can sell their produce directly to school districts.

 

4. The Puget Sound Partnership is scheduled to complete is Action Agenda by September 2008. In furtherance of its goal to undertake a massive cleanup of Puget Sound, confirmation hearings were scheduled for six members of the Puget Sound Partnership Leadership Council.

 

5. Orca Protection: Island County Commissioner Kevin Ranker testified in support of HB 2514 which protects Orca whales from the impact of vessels. He was joined in supporting the bill by former Secretary of State Ralph Munro and an eastern Washington elected official, under scoring the statewide appeal for protecting this endangered icon.

 

Annexation Issues

SHB 1622, concerning the authority of boundary review boards, will grant review boards the authority to add or delete territory and adjust the boundary no more than 100% of a proposed annexation to include all or any land located within an unincorporated urban growth area as supported by the principles in RCW 36.93.157, 36.93.170 and 36.93.180. SHB 1622 passed House Committee on Local Government allowing Boundary Review Boards to increase the potential annexation by no more than 100%.

HB 2482 changes the manner in which an officer of a corporation documents authorization to be included in a petition method for annexation.  HB 2483 establishes 60% for property assessment in the petition method of annexation for all cities (code cities are currently 75%).  HB 2484 eliminates the ad hoc review board for annexation proposals.

Housing

Snohomish County’s Deanna Dawson and Pierce County’s Chip Vincent presented how their respective counties address affordable housing to the joint House Local Government and Housing Committees on Monday, January 24.  A number of bills associated with affordable housing, providing tools to local government, providing infrastructure funding for affordable housing are all being considered this session.

SHB 1727, Planning to ensure sufficient land and densities available to accommodate growth and includes requirements for counties to consult with cities on urban growth areas and development regulations in adjoining city/county UGA’s is set for floor action on Friday, January 18, 2008.  This bill died in House rules last year but is set to move to the Senate for further consideration.  This bill has had many amendments proposed, voted down, scoped, and WSAC will need to closely monitor progress on this bill.
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Open Meeting Act Bills

Many bills have been introduced regarding the Open Meeting Act and two will be heard on January 23 in the House State Government and Tribal Affairs Committee.  HB 2630, sponsored by Representative Liias (D-Edmonds), changes the definition of a meeting to add a gathering of a majority of the governing body, by telephone or electronic communication, to take action.  WSAC is gathering more information to understand this bill since telephone and electronic communication can already be a meeting under the Open Meetings Act.

The second bill is HB 2567, sponsored by Representative Haler (R-Richland) to increase the civil penalty from $100 to $1,000 for violating the Open Meetings Act.  WSAC intends to testify against the bill because the increased penalty applies to all violations, including those related to notice.   

Eminent Domain Pamphlet Bill 
As stated in last week’s CHJ, the Attorney General has introduced legislation to require the publication of a pamphlet in plain language explaining eminent domain.  Local governments and other entities with eminent power must provide the pamphlet with the notice provided to potential condemnees before proceeding with the action.  HB 2920, sponsored by Representative Kessler (D-Hoquiam), will be heard in the House Judiciary Committee on January 23.  SB 6594, sponsored by Senator Carrell (R-Lakewood) has yet to be scheduled in the Senate Judiciary Committee.

Cooperative Purchasing Program Adds Products for Counties 

NACo’s U.S. Communities Program has recently added several new contracts for cooperative purchasing for participating counties:

Printer/copier   The City of Los Angeles, CA has been awarded a new U.S. Communities multifunctional printer/ copier contract with Ricoh Americas Corporation. The new contract provides broad access to Ricoh’s multifunction printer and copier offering encompassing both equipment and supplies. The award was competitively solicited by the City of Los Angeles as a replacement for the Miami Dade County, FL contract. 

Electrical Supplies   The program intends to award Los Angeles County a new expanded U.S. Communities Electrical Supplies contract with Graybar Electric Company, Inc. The new contract provides a broader selection of products with the addition of 100 new manufacturers and a list of specialized services for public agency customers. The award was competitively solicited by The County of Los Angeles, CA as a replacement for the previous U.S. Communities contract which officially expires on January 31, 2008.
Security and Communications Products and Services   The U.S. Communities telecommunications supply contract has been renewed by the contracting agency, County of Los Angeles, CA. for twelve months through December 31, 2008. The renewal has enabled Graybar to expand their offering on security and communications products and services. A copy of the extension documents are available for viewing and download at the Competitively Solicited Contracts page.
Cleaning Chemicals and Supplies   NACo is also pleased to announce the award by Dallas County, TX of a new expanded U.S. Communities cleaning chemicals and supplies contract with Zep Sales and Service. The new contract provides broad access to Zep’s cleaning chemicals and supplies offering as well as a complete line of cleaning machines. The award was competitively solicited by Dallas County as a replacement for the County of Allegheny, PA contract. Zep is offering an expanded GreenLink line as well as future enhancements to their online ordering system in the new janitorial supply contract. US Communities registered participants will continue to experience superior solutions form their local technical sales and service representative. Contract and RFP documents are available at U.S. Communities website for download. 

For a list of all of the U.S. Communities contract offerings please go to www.uscommunities.org
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Menu Labeling - Preemption

The Washington State Restaurant Association has dropped a bill regarding menu labeling.  We have not yet seen the bill as it is with the Code Reviser as of this writing.  WSAC understands that the bill will likely preempt local public health in the area of menu labeling.  For this reason, WSAC will likely recommend opposition of the bill.

WSAC understands that the bill is driven by a King County Board of Health regulation regarding menu labeling that goes into full effect on August 1, 2008.  That regulation requires chain restaurants of 10 or more within the U.S. to provide nutritional information on its menus regarding calories, carbohydrates, trans fat, saturated fat, and sodium content.  Those restaurants with menu boards must provide caloric information and have other nutritional information available to customers.

WSAC understands that the Restaurant Association’s bill would preempt local health jurisdictions, including King County, from regulating menu labeling.  WSAC anticipates that the bill would provide for diluted menu labeling requirements that are significantly less protective of public’s health than King County’s current regulation.  In addition, the bill is anticipated to apply to fewer restaurants as the definition of a “chain restaurant” would be one that operates 25 or more within the U.S., instead of 10 or more as provided for by the King County Board of Health regulation.  Of primary concern to WSAC and its affiliate, the Washington State Association of Local Public Health Officials (WSALPHO), is any attempt to preempt local public health in this area.
 


[image: image7]
Welcome New WSAC Members

The Washington State Association of Counties would like to welcome the following newly elected members:

Commissioner Blair Brady, Wahkiakum County

Councilmember Mike Cooper, Snohomish County

Councilmember Bob Kelly, Whatcom County

Councilmember Brian Sullivan, Snohomish County

Welcome also to Commissioner Rex Johnston, Klickitat County, who was appointed after Commissioner Donald Struck retired at the end of 2007.

Congratulations! We look forward to your participation in the Association. 

Best wishes to Former Commissioner Struck in his new ventures.
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Summary of NACo Board of Directors Meeting

The following are select actions taken by the NACo Board of Directors at their December 7-8, 2007 meeting in Pinellas County, Florida with NACo President Eric Coleman presiding.

· Among the new members added to the Board: Commissioner Mary Hunt, Douglas County, WA and Councilmember John Koster, Snohomish County, WA

· The overall focus of the 2008 legislative agenda will be “Restore the Partnership” with the goal of convincing the next President of the U.S. and Congress to restore the federal-county partnership that worked so well in the past. 

· The Board approved the following key legislative priorities for 2008 that are focused around the “Restore the Partnership” theme:

· Opposition to Unfunded Mandates/Preemptions

· Maintaining and Increasing the Financial Partnership

· Tax Issues

· Reauthorize the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act/PILT Funding

· Farm Bill Reauthorization

· Aviation Reauthorization

· Establish a Commission on Intergovernmental Relations

· Board members participated in break out groups to discuss the voting credentials of the NACO election process. Those results were turned over to the Blue Ribbon Elections Committee, composed of several Board members.

· NACO’s Strategic Plan will be reviewed and approved at the 2008 Western Interstate Region Conference.   The Board approved the 2008 Budget, which provides a $1.1M or 5.3% surplus.  The Board also voted to amend and restate the deferred compensation plans to have the plans comply with ERISA and IRS regulations.
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WSAC Seeks Nominations for National Leadership Institute

 WSAC is soliciting nominations from its membership for NACo’s 2008 County Leadership Institute, scheduled in New York City May 28 - 31. If you are interested in being considered, please submit an Interest Form at http://www.wacounties.org/WSAC/boards.asp by February 8. Please note that WSAC forwards nominees to NACo, who then selects one participant per state.
Co-presented with New York University’s Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service, the 3½ day course focuses on personal leadership skills and a better understanding of local decision-making. Commissioner Mark Richard, Spokane County, was last year’s CLI graduate.

The WSAC Board of Directors has approved to cover the tuition cost of $1,150 for four nights lodging and most meals. The selected candidate is responsible for airfare, some meals, ground transportation expenses, and incidentals.

For more information about the Institute, visit NACo’s website at : http://www.naco.org/Template.cfm?Section=Seminars_and_Workshops&template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=24838
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DNR to Coordinate Woody Debris Removal for Storm Recovery

No-cost removal service available for farms affected by December flooding 
OLYMPIA – Washington State Commissioner of Public Lands Doug Sutherland announced Thursday, January 17, that the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) will coordinate removal of woody debris in the upper Chehalis River Valley and surrounding locations where early December flooding deposited this material on farmlands. Removal services would be available at no cost to farmers who request the agency’s assistance and authorize access to their land. DNR is coordinating the woody debris removal effort with the state’s other natural resources agencies, the State Military Department Emergency Management Division, and local governments in the affected counties.
 

“DNR is well positioned to facilitate this removal effort in order to allow local farmers to recover their fields as soon as possible,” Sutherland said. “Our expertise with emergency response and our contacts with the forest products industry are resources that will help get this done efficiently,” he added. 

 

DNR made visual assessments in Lewis County to determine the extent of the woody debris.  Most of it is concentrated in the vicinity of Boistfort and Ceres.  

 

Assessments have not yet been done in Pacific or Grays Harbor Counties, but agricultural properties in those counties are eligible for the service. DNR will work with the counties, local conservation districts, and Natural Resources Conservation Service to get information to the farmers who have woody debris from the storm on their agricultural lands.

The goal of the effort is to clear the woody debris from agricultural fields and then market as much as possible. At this time, it appears most of the marketable wood will be chipped for fuel. Any proceeds from the effort will be used to defray the cost of the removal.

 

Commissioner Sutherland will attend the Lewis County Farm Bureau meeting this evening in the Boistfort Valley to share information on the program. 

 

Interested property owners should contact Region Manager Eric Schroff at the Pacific Cascade Region office in Castle Rock: 360-577-2025. 

 

DNR Serves Variety of Roles
DNR manages more than 5.3 million acres of state-owned forest, range, commercial, agricultural, and aquatic lands. The department also provides wildfire protection for 12.7 million acres of private and state-owned forest lands; administers Forest Practices rules and surface mine reclamation on state and private lands; gives technical assistance for forestry and mining; and provides financial and grant assistance to local communities and individuals. 

 

DNR is administered by Doug Sutherland, the 12th Commissioner of Public Lands since statehood in 1889.
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NACo FACTS – Did you know?


Membership peaked at 2,300 at the end of last year.


There are 20 states with 100% membership; the most recent addition is South Dakota. 


A study estimates that the NACo brand name accounts for between 45% and 65% of the net revenue generated by the NACo FSC programs.


The average savings for the Prescription Drug Discount Card Program is 22% on 5 million prescriptions filled with $55 million saved by residents in 900 counties. 


There are more than 360,000 county employees using NACo’s Deferred Compensation Program, which exceeded $9.4 billion in assets


The U.S. Communities cooperative purchasing program now can be used by non-profit organizations – let those in your county know.
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