
 

48th Annual WACO Conference in Wenatchee 
The Washington Association of County 
Officials (WACO) met for its 48th Annual 
Conference in Wenatchee, October 2-6.  
Franklin County Coroner Dan Blasdel 
presided over the meeting where the members 
adopted a full package of legislation to take 
forward to the 2007 legislative session. 
 
In addition to affiliate training and meetings 
throughout the week, WACO members met 
together to conduct business, listen to 

speakers and participate in panel discussions.  Keynote speaker was Dr. Vali 
Hawkins Mitchell who presented �Being Really Prepared Means Taking Your Own 
Pulse First�, outlining what leaders need to do to plan and manage in times of 
disaster or crisis and most importantly, implementing those plans.  Following 
Mitchell was an update on the Department of Licensing and the streamlining of all 
of the components of the department by Director Liz Luce. 
 
U.S. Attorney Jeff Sullivan, former Yakima County Prosecutor, moderated a session 
on tribal taxation, involving major players in the arena of state and local taxes and 
Washington Tribes.  Participating  in the discussion were Kelly Croman, Legal 
Attache to the Squaxin Island Tribe; Elaine Willman, Toppenish City Council 
member and National Chair of Citizens Equal Rights Alliance; and Representative 
Ed Orcutt (18th Dist.), who is a member of the Governor�s Work Group on Tribal 
Taxation.   
 
Several other legislators in addition to Representative Orcutt were part of the 
conference and addressed the WACO membership on their priority issues and what 
the upcoming legislative session may bring.  Spokane County Clerk Tom Fallquist 
and Chelan County Clerk Siri Woods moderated the dialogue with Senator Linda 
Evans-Parlette (12th Dist.); Representative Al O�Brien (1st Dist.); Representative Dean 
Takko (19th Dist.); Representative Mike Armstrong (12th Dist.); and Representative 
Cary Condotta (12th Dist.).   
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An interesting question and answer period followed. 
 
One of the highlights of the conference was a luncheon program with a 
fascinating look at editorial cartooning by David Horsey, Seattle Post-
Intelligencer editorial cartoonist and columnist and two-time Pulitzer Prize 
winner.  Horsey had the audience laughing from start to finish with his stories 
and a presentation of many of his best cartoons. 
 
The President�s reception for Dan Blasdel was well-attended and carried a fun 
magic theme, entertainment was by Steve the Pretty Good, who combined 
magic with comedy.  He managed to include several county officials in his act, 
which added to the coniviality of the evening. 
 
Distinguished Service Awards 

The WACO Board of Trustees presented three distinguished service awards to 
former county officials during the Annual Banquet on Thursday, October 5.  In 
1985, the WACO Board created a Distinguished Service Award to recognize 
retired or former county officials who have made outstanding contributions to 
county government and to their communities.   
(1) Bev Allenbaugh served as Kittitas County Auditor for 23 years, retiring on 

February 23, 2001.  Bev is a former  WACO President and was also 
president of the Auditors� Association.  She was nominated for the award 
by Lincoln County Auditor Shelly Johnston and Snohomish County 
Auditor Bob Terwilliger. 

(2) Donna Karvia was the Lewis County Clerk for 15 years and retired 
December 31, 1998.  She was both a WACO President and president of the 
Clerks� Association.  She was nominated for the award by Chelan County 
Clerk Siri Woods. 

(3) Dean Williams was the Snohomish County Auditor for 10 ½ years, retiring 
in June of 1993.  Dean was president of the County Auditors� Association.  
He was nominated for the award by Snohomish County Auditor Bob 
Terwilliger. 

Bev Allenbaugh and Donna Karvia were present to receive the prestigious 
awards, but Dean Williams was unable to be there due to health reasons.  
Those who nominated these former county officials presented the awards and 
talked about each one of the recipients and how much they had done as public 
servants, especially in the area of the projects they developed and 
implemented while in office.  Each were instrumental in progressive work in 
their affiliate groups and each have devoted their lives to their communities. 
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WACO Officials Moving On 
Thirty-seven WACO members were also honored at the Annual WACO Banquet with awards marking their time as 
elected county officials from 4 to 26 years.  Whether retiring, moving on to other jobs or losing their bid for re-election in 
the Primary, they were each an integral part of WACO and their affiliate groups, and their experience and devotion to 
their offices will be greatly missed. 
 
WACO Legislative Package 
The WACO affiliate groups presented legislative proposals to the Board of Trustees during the Annual Conference and 
each was approved.  The recommendations then moved on to a presentation to the entire membership.  A 2007 legislative 
package was approved and will be sent to the Governor and each legislator prior to the start of the 2007 legislative 
session.  The WACO legislative package will be attached to the next issue of the Courthouse Journal. 
 
New WACO Officers and Board Members 
The new officers elected to lead WACO over the next year were: Snohomish County Sheriff Rick Bart, president; Skagit 
County Assessor Mark Leander, president-elect; Island County Auditor Suzanne Sinclair, vice president; and Jefferson 
County Treasurer Judi Morris, secretary-treasurer.  The trustee-at-large position #2 (county population from 125,000 to 
50,000) will be filled by Benton County Assessor Barbara Wagner, and the trustee-at large position #4 (county population 
from 12,000 to 40,000) will be Jefferson County Clerk Ruth Gordon. 
 
Future WACO Conferences 

October 1-5, 2007  Skamania Lodge, Stevenson 
October 6-10, 2008  The Davenport Hotel and Tower, Spokane 
September 28-October 2, 2009 Semiahmoo Resort, Blaine 

 

 

National Recognition for Thurston County Assessors Office 
The International Association of Assessing Officers (IAAO) presented its Distinguished Assessment Jurisdiction Award to 
the Thurston County Assessor�s Office on Tuesday, October 10 at its 72nd Annual Conference in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  
IAAO is an international assessment organization with nearly 8,000 members who are appraisers and assessment 
personnel who primarily work for government entities around the world.  Gene Widmer, chief appraiser, accepted the 
award on behalf of Assessor Patricia Costello and the office. 
 
The Distinguished Assessment Jurisdiction award is conferred upon a national, state/provincial, regional or local 
assessment agency that has instituted a technical, procedural or administrative program within the past two years.  The 
improvement implemented by the jurisdiction is generally recognized as a component of a model assessment system and 
a contributing factor to equity in property taxation. 
 
The Assessor�s Office in Thurston County was commended for its implementation of a Property Assessment Response 
and Education Program.  This program streamlines how the office interacts with property owners and how it prepares 
appeal responses sent to the Board of Equalization and the State Board of Tax Appeals.  The office was also recognized for 
its outreach efforts to inform the public about assessment issues through community meetings, advisory groups, and their 
Thurston County website (www.co.thurston.wa.us/assessor).  
 
This continues a trend for Thurston County.  In 2004 , the office won IAAO�s prestigious Public Information Program 
Award.  Congratulations to Thurston County Assessor Patricia Costello and her staff on a job well done.  
 
 

Budget, Finance and Taxes 
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Recycling numbers are up, but so is the amount of garbage going to landfills 
OLYMPIA - While Washingtonians are recycling more than ever, we're also generating more waste than ever before. 
(Press Release 06-212 WA State Dept of Ecology) 
 
Recycling by businesses and residents in Washington rose to 44 percent in 2005, up from 42 percent the year before, 
according to new numbers compiled by the state Department of Ecology (Ecology). That accounts for nearly 4-million 
tons of recycled material and brings the state the closest it has ever been to achieving a statewide recycling goal of 50 
percent.  
 
At the same time, Washington sent 1.8-million dump trucks of un-recycled waste to landfills last year.  
From 2004 to 2005, Washington's population grew an estimated 1.4 percent, according to population forecasters with the 
Office of Financial Management. However, the amount of garbage produced by each person in the state increased by 5.3 
percent in 2005.  
 
"These numbers tell us we're still doing a good job of putting stuff in recycle bins and buying recycled products," said 
Cullen Stephenson, who manages Ecology's solid-waste program. "But we still have some work to do to prevent waste 
from being created in the first place. That will take a shift in the way we think about products - how they are 
manufactured and packaged."  
 
While gains in recycling were made across the board, the greatest increases were in metals and paper. Ecology officials 
say this is due to good recycling practices and better resale markets for the materials. State law requires recycling rates for 
certain types of wastes be tracked, including most glass, plastic, paper and metals, and some recycling of yard debris, tires 
and used oil.  
 
Other types of re-use and recycling also help to ease pressure on landfill space. They include land-clearing debris, 
concrete, carpet, furniture, construction and demolition debris, mattresses, batteries, paint and clothing. Coupled with the 
officially counted recycled items, the statewide rate of materials diverted from landfills stayed at 48 percent, the same as 
in 2004.  
 
The total volume of un-recycled waste generated in the state increased from a total of 4.9-million tons in 2004 to nearly 
5.1-million tons in 2005 (Washington residents produced an average of 7.9 pounds of waste per person each day in 2005, 
compared to 7.5 pounds a day in 2004).  Much of that waste could have been reused or recycled, Stephenson noted.  
"Generating more waste is not a new trend, but our agency is putting more thought into how we can bring those numbers 
down," Stephenson said. "Some practical things people can do are buying durable products that will last and that use less 
packaging, composting yard and food waste, and finding opportunities to reuse materials whenever possible."  
Food waste, which can be composted, makes up more than 15 percent of household garbage, and paper makes up more 
than 20 percent of household garbage.  
 
Stephenson said Washington residents can also make a difference by being mindful of waste they produce away from 
home - when making fast-food purchases, stopping at the coffee shop or buying products at the market. Workplaces can 
cut paper waste by relying more on electronic documentation and using recycled paper in copy machines and printers.  
 
In addition to composting food scraps, other ways to reduce the amount of waste being sent to landfills include avoiding 
products with unnecessary packaging and recycling or donating the purchased item when finished using it.  
A 1989 Washington state law established a statewide recycling goal of 50 percent. By contrast, the latest reported national 
average is 29 percent.  
 

Environment, Land Use & Resources 
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Local Government Records Retention Schedules On-line 
Washington State Archivist Jerry Handfield recently announced that the Local Government General Records Retention 
Schedule (LGGRRS) database is now available for unrestricted internet use on the Records Management web page at the 
following link: 
 
http://www.secstate.wa.gov/archives/gs.aspx 
 
Local Government General Records Retention Schedules (for use by other Local Government agencies not having general 
schedules specific to their agency) 
     - READ ME FIRST! 
     - Schedule Query 
     - Full Schedule 
 
If you have any questions or technical issues during your use of the database, please contact Tri Howard, State Records 
Manager, at (360) 586-4900. 
 
Your Community Can Win Big on Reducing Poverty  
The Northwest Area Foundation is pleased to announce the Great Strides Award, an exciting opportunity to recognize 
and celebrate communities working to reduce poverty.  The Foundation will select up to four communities from its eight-
state region:  MN, IA, ND, SD, MT, ID, WA, and OR.  At least two awards will go to rural communities.  Each award 
recipient will receive up to $100,000. Communities will be selected for the award based on their innovative approaches to 
poverty reduction, willingness to share their experiences with a broader audience, and identified uses for the award 
funds to continue their poverty reduction work.     
 
The Foundation is now taking applications for this award program.  Successful applicants will meet specific criteria. 
These may be found at the following address: 
http://programs.nwaf.org/cmp.asp?c=47954O610O56O584O1000    
 
Questions about the award and the application process will be processed through this web site. Applications are due by 
Saturday, October 21, 2006.  Finalists will be notified by e-mail and / or telephone by November 10, 2006.  Two-day site 
visits will be scheduled to meet the members of the community program during the time period of November 13, and 
December 15, 2006.  Award recipients will be notified by January 19, 2007.   
 
Please share information about the Great Strides Award with communities who have successful approaches to poverty 
reduction.  Last year participants indicated the time required to complete the application process ranges from two to eight 
hours.   
 

 

Kudos to Benton-Franklin Counties for Their Work on Homelessness 
A recent guest editorial in the Tri-Cities Herald follows.  The editorial was written by Judith A. Gidley, Executive 
Director, Benton Franklin Community Action Committee and entitled �Homelessness is Here, But Not to Stay� 
 

Public Health & Human Services 

General Government Issues 
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�On one specific night in January of this year Benton and Franklin Counties counted 996 homeless individuals existing in 
441 households in our communities staying in emergency shelters, on the streets, in cars, couch surfing, and in 
transitional housing. They are victims of domestic violence, family break-up, unable to afford the rent or evicted for one 
reason or another. Of that number 296 were under 17 years of age with 211 of those under 12 years of age. This tells us 
that homelessness is about children; they are our most vulnerable citizens.  With so many homeless children how could 
we ignore the fact that homelessness is at an all time high in our communities?  
 
For a long time it seemed that both governmental groups and social service providers had dutifully ignored, to a certain 
extent, the dirty words that were becoming visible on our community walls, words such as homelessness, hopelessness, 
poverty and working poor, rather than preventing them from appearing in the first place. However in July 2005, Benton 
and Franklin County Commissioners were given an opportunity to change the face of homelessness in our communities.  
House Bill 2163, the basis for a new law was developed by the legislature and signed by the governor and funded by a 
$10 increase in county document recording fees.  The bill also required counties to develop a plan to reduce homelessness.   
 
With this new opportunity, Benton County Commissioner Claude Oliver and Franklin County Commissioner Frank 
Brock took the lead creating a joint Benton and Franklin County 10-Year Homeless Housing Plan � one that requires the 
reduction of homelessness by 50% in the next ten years.  �HOME BASE� Connections � A Continuum of Care System was 
formed to do just that.  
 
Armed with the support of all the county commissioners, Benton and Franklin Counties contracted with Benton Franklin 
Community Action Committee to administer �The Continuum of Care System� through a county appointed committee of 
36 community partners with a mission to --- �provide a strong and supportive continuum of care system for the 
prevention of homelessness�---.  Two of its visions are to �provide immediate response to basic human needs, including 
safe cover at night until all have access to decent, safe and affordable housing� and �operate collaboratively as a network 
of community agencies, governments, businesses and individuals to respond to individual needs of low-income and 
homeless persons�. 
 
Implementation is being accomplished with coordination from satellite agencies that provide services to the homeless and 
low-income. Linked via the Internet, satellite agencies can refer, provide services, review services provided by partner 
agencies and better serve the clients and reduce duplication of services.  Examples of satellite agencies are: DSHS-
Community Services Office (CSO), BF Health District, Domestic Violence Services of BF Counties, Oxford House, BF 
Community Action Committee, Inn Keepers LINC (that links us with local churches), 4People.org and, potentially 
Lourdes Counseling Services and Kennewick Housing Authority with additional options for partnering with the 
veterans, mental health, education, and corrections communities. 
 
This new homeless reduction effort isn�t a handout. It doesn�t buy anyone a dream house in the suburbs, nor does it 
somehow reward people for being homeless.  It does however; offer hope to families and individuals who may be in short 
supply of that precious commodity.  If it succeeds � and we believe it will, given a fair chance � it will change our local 
community for the better.  It will give countless individuals, families and young children the stability necessary for 
success in school and in life.  
 
Of course the task is daunting.  Clearly it�s more than any single individual or organization can accomplish acting alone.  
But that�s just the point � it�s all of us working together to change lives for the better. Through dedication and 
commitment from our local elected officials and citizens, �We as a community, can make a difference one person at a 
time�.� 
 
Clark County sets up Project to House Recovering Addicts, Mentally Ill  
Tuesday, September 19, 2006 by TOM VOGT, Columbian staff writer  
Clark County wants to give people recovering from addiction and mental health problems a place to call home. It would 
enable the county to literally offer a wall-to-wall approach to helping people get back into society.  The first step came 
Monday when the county's Department of Community Services announced it was looking for a prospective partner to 
help develop a new transitional housing project. "We've funded transitional housing in the past," said Mike Piper, the 
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department's director. Now the county wants to get directly involved in helping people who are mentally ill or have 
addictions or both complete their recoveries. With transitional housing, "We will be involved in the whole continuum," 
Piper said.  The county's Center for Community Health provides about 100 residential treatment beds. In October, the 
center on the Vancouver Veteran's Affairs campus is scheduled to open a 16-bed; 24-hour crisis unit tabbed "Hotel Hope." 
But those facilities don't always get people all the way through the recovery process, Piper said. "Since we've opened up 
residential beds at the Center for Community Health, it's more obvious that when people leave treatment, they may 
relapse or fail for lack of a place to live," Piper said. "People walk out (of treatment) and then fail because they can't get 
what they need."  Transitional housing for up to 24 months would help reduce that failure rate, he said. "There is a two-
year window, especially with meth, where people need stability and need a place to live while they seek employment and 
rebuild their lives," Piper said. Full recovery is possible. "A lot of people have family members or friends who have gone 
through addiction or mental health problems, and they know people can get well," Piper said.  
Tenants would get help from existing social-service agencies. A few local agencies offer transitional housing, including 
YW Housing, Share's Aspire program and several "clean-and-sober" Oxford Houses. "It's not enough, compared to the 
need," Piper said. "We need opportunities for people to make the transition back to the community." Several of the state's 
largest counties already offer similar programs, he said.  At this stage, the project calls for 24 to 40 units of housing, 
ranging from single-room units to three-bedroom apartments for people with children. Housing will not be free, Piper 
added. The rent probably would be calculated using a percentage of whatever income a tenant might have.  
The project is expected to cost from $4 million to $5 million. "We've invested $1.5 million," Piper said. "We are working on 
other grant resources to the tune of $4 million to $5 million dollars." Once funding is in hand, planners will have a better 
idea of how many units they can build, and how the project will be designed. "We want people to have a sense of 
community," Piper said.  While a location hasn't been established, Piper said his agency would welcome a chance to site 
the project near the Center for Community Health. "We haven't even applied, but we are looking at the VA campus," 
Piper said. "People literally could get services across the street."   Piper said the county expects to pick a nonprofit partner 
within a month. "In six months, we will design and apply for other funds," Piper said. The whole process could take up to 
three years, he said.   
 
�Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Program Grant� Announced by Dept of Justice 
The US Department of Justice (DOJ) has announced their FY 2007 Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Program 
Grant.  Applicants are limited to states, units of local government, Indian tribes, and tribal organization.  The deadline is 
8:00 PM ET on December 12, 2006.  For assistance with the requirements of this solicitation, contact Robert Hendricks, BJA 
Policy Advisor at 202-305-1909 or Robert.hendricks@usdoj.gov. The application must be submitted through 
www.Grants.gov.  Note: it apparently takes several weeks to have your registration validated and confirmed and to 
receive your user password, so prospective applicants are encouraged to visit this website ASAP. 
 
The Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Program seeks to increase public safety through innovative cross-system 
collaboration for individuals with mental illness who come into contact with the criminal or juvenile justice systems.  The 
Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) is seeking joint applications from eligible applicants seeking to plan, implement or 
expand an adult or juvenile collaboration program.  This program is funded through the Mentally Ill Offender Treatment 
and Crime Reduction Act of 2004.  The program encourages early intervention for system-involved individuals with 
mental illness; provides new and existing mental health courts with various treatment options; maximizes diversion 
opportunities for nonviolent offenders with mental illness and co-occurring disorders; promotes training for justice and 
treatment professionals on criminal justice processes and mental health and substance abuse issues; and facilitates 
communication, collaboration, and the delivery of support services among justice professionals, treatment and related 
service providers, and governmental partners.   
 
Grants are available in three categories all of which require a joint application with a mental health agency and unit of 
government responsible for criminal and/or juvenile justice activities.  The categories are planning ($50,000 max); 
planning and implementation ($250,000 max); and implementation and expansion ($200,000 max).  A match requirement 
of 20% cash or in-kind is required. 
 
Joint Select Committee on Public Health Finance Makes Recommendations 
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The Joint Select Committee on Public Health Finance met Thursday, October 12, 2006 from 8:00 a.m. until Noon.  This was 
the final meeting of the Committee.  Legislators present were:  Rep. Shay Shual-Berke, Chair; Senator Pat Thibaudeau, 
Senator Dale Brandland, Representative Jim Moeller, Senator Rosa Franklin, Representative Bill Hinkle.  The Joint Select 
Committee approved Findings, Conclusions and Recommendations.  The report will be final once submitted to the Chief 
Clerk and President of the Senate. 
  
Eventually the approved findings and conclusions will be posted on the Joint Select Committee Web Page.  That page can 
be accessed by going to:  http://www1.leg.wa.gov/Joint/Committees/PHF/.  Once the documents are final and posted, they 
will also be posted on the WSALPHO Web Site:  http://www.wacounties.org/wsalpho.  The approved Findings and 
Conclusions are supportive of the need for additional funding for local public health and are reflective of the work 
that was created and provided to the Committee throughout the interim. 
  
The Committee members expressed their commitment to the recommendations and to the need for additional funding for 
local public health.  They also agreed that this first request is just that, a first request for additional funding for public 
health.  They stated that if the public health community can demonstrate a real outcome for the initial investment, 
additional future dollars are also needed to further close the funding gap.  The Chair also challenged the public health 
community and all those interested in securing additional funding for public health to recognize that much work remains 
to be done.  All legislators must understand the need for additional funding for public health and must believe that it is a 
priority towards which they are willing to vote additional funding.  Legislation must still be drafted to operationalize the 
Committee Report.  The Governor's Office needs to be engaged in the process. 
  
Phase one is done - making a compelling case for additional funding to the Joint Select Committee on Public Health 
Finance.  Phase two is just beginning - making a compelling case for additional funding to the full Legislature and the 
Executive Office.  Phase one was challenging and intensive and Phase two will be equally so.  
  
Following are the draft recommendations approved by the Joint Select Committee on Public Health Finance.  Please 
remember that these are still in draft form. 
 
Delivery of Public Health Services Should Focus on Core, Priority Services and Maximize Efficiency: 

1. Certain core public health functions should be consistently available in all parts of the state.  These core public 
health functions include stopping communicable disease, promoting health, investing in healthy families, 
protecting against environmental health risks and helping people access care.  Enhanced state funding shall be 
provided to those core functions that have a statewide impact. 

2. Each local health jurisdiction should meet an acceptable level of performance with respect to core functions, 
focusing first on existing functions provided at less than a basic level and then on the prioritization of gaps 
identified in the Statewide Priorities for Action. 

3. Multi-jurisdictional or regional efforts should be undertaken whenever appropriate and possible to deliver services 
more efficiently. Mutual aid networks should be established to address significant public health emergencies.    

4. Performance measurement tools to assess the quality of delivery of public health services and more transparent 
indicators that provide a clearer picture of the status of the health of the public should be developed to allow 
policymakers and the public to more easily evaluate the effectiveness of public health system performance and the 
impact of any additional investment of state funds.  These tools and indicators should build upon the progress 
already made through the �Standards for Public Health in Washington State� since 1994. 

State funding for public health activities: 

1. The state should maintain its current investment in public health funding and provide additional investments 
through a stable and dedicated funding source or sources. There must be a report back to the Legislature 
demonstrating how expenditures have been used to meet core functions. 

2. The additional investment should seek to mitigate disparities in local jurisdictional core function capacity and 
competence and per capita funding and to strengthen the current system. 
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3. The state should provide additional funding in the amount of approximately $50 million annually during the �07-
�09 biennium, as an initial investment.   This funding should come from tobacco tax revenues that are currently 
deposited to the General Fund. 

4. A dedicated account for public health revenues should be established.   

Local funding for public health activities: 

1. Local governments should play a role in financing the additional investment in public health services. 

2. To qualify for the additional state funding, local governments should be required to maintain at least their current 
level of funding for public health. 

3. Further discussion of the establishment of local option tax authority is needed to identify the merits of authorizing 
any such funding, as well its purpose and character.  

4. The committee adopts the Recommended Distributional Formula. 

 
Long-Term, Overall Funding: 

These funding recommendations are the first step in what must be continuing state and local efforts to fund the public 
health system at a level that provides the capacity to effectively deliver the five core functions. 
 

Recommended Distributional Formula 
The Committee recommends that, in legislation developed to provide additional state funding for local public health, the 
legislature consider a four-part distributional formula based on the following concepts in this order of priority. 
 
• For a first portion of the funding, distribute finds based on a sales tax equalization approach (i.e., provide funds to 

jurisdictions with below-average taxing capacity to raise revenues to a set percentage of the statewide average per 
capita local general sales tax collections), but require that funds be utilized for core public health functions. 
! Rationale: To mitigate public health deficiencies that result from disparities in tax bases. 

 
• For a second portion of the funding, distribute on a per capita basis and possibly based on other factors reflective of 

local demand for services (e.g. prevalence of illness or condition, or rate of illness or condition; factors/formula to be 
worked out later with local public health input). 
! Rationale: To provide equity in funding based on disparities in burden of need for core functions, as measured 

by population and potential other factors. 
 
• For a third portion of funding, provide a financial incentive for local jurisdictions to increase local investments in core 

public health function. 
! Rationale: To enhance the public health system as provided in �Statewide Priorities�, and to ensure a state/local 

funding partnership in the financing for the funded priorities. 
 
• For a fourth portion of funding, distribute funds to jurisdictions that develop creative and/or more cost effective ways 

in delivering public health services on an inter- or multi-jurisdictional basis. 
! Rationale: To promote innovative thinking and improvements in the delivery of services, and foster 

interjurisdictional approaches. 
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Numerous donations for the 
Washington Counties Scholarship Fund were received at the 48th Annual WACO Conference the first week 
of October.  Affiliate conference donation totals were as follows: 
 
Coroners and Medical Examiners $1,681  ($1,500 in form of a pledge) 
Sheriffs     $1,501  ($1,501 in form of a pledge) 
Treasurers    $   920 
Auditors    $   100 
Debbie Wilke                $     30  (Penalty for her cell ringing during breakfast) 

 
Other donations received in 2006 and outstanding 2005 pledges are as follows: 

Clerks     $   605 
WSAC Affiliates   $3,040 
Other Miscellaneous Donations  $   560 
Coroners and Medical Examiners $   660 (Outstanding 2005 pledge amount) 
Sheriffs     $1,000 (Outstanding 2005 pledge amount) 
 
The total amount received this year is $5,436, less than half of what is needed to meet next year�s scholarship needs.  We�ll 
badger the organizations with outstanding pledges and anyone that is looking for a tax deductible charitable deduction, 
please feel free to send a check made payable to: Washington Counties Scholarship Fund, Attention: Robin Chase, 206 
Tenth Avenue SE, Olympia, WA 98501 
 

 

WACME Training Gets Great Reviews 
The Washington Association of Coroners and Medical Examiners (WACME) recently offered a one-day training on 
Missing Persons and Unidentified Human Remains: The Critical Partnership Between Coroners,  Medical Examiners and 
Law Enforcement in Wenatchee in conjunction with the WACO 48th Annual Conference.  
 
The overwhelming success of this endeavor, according to Tim Davidson, Cowlitz County Coroner and WACME 
Education Chair, was attributable to the dedication of the instructors and their passion for the work they do.  The session 
was introduced by State Representative Al O�Brien, sponsor of a missing person�s bill in the 2006 session that made the 
program possible, and former State Representative Ida Ballasiotes, who is Board Vice President of Family and Friends of 
Missing Persons and Victims of Violent Crimes.  She shared her own personal tragedy and the crucial need for a quick 
action and a thorough investigation of missing person reports.   
 
The session drew 85 participants from cities, counties, tribes, the Washington State Patrol and even members of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police. The general consensus noted in the evaluations was that each learned of additional tools to use 
in their own jobs but still wanted more.   They learned from experts in the field of investigation, dental identification, 
forensic anthropology, scene investigation, collection of evidence and of resources available to them both in Washington 
and nationally.  Each one of the topics is worthy of an entire day of its own.  
 

Association News 

Good Things 

Washington Counties Scholarship Fund Update 



The Courthouse Journal � October 19, 2006   Page 11

The instructors included Dr. Gary Bell, a forensic odontologist; Detective Tina Drain, Seattle Police Department; Jim 
Hansen and Rick Grabenstein, Office of the State Attorney General, Homicide Investigation Tracking System; Susan 
Miller, program manager for the Washington State Patrol Missing and Unidentified Person Unit; Natasha Pranger, 
investigator for the Washington State Patrol Crime Laboratory; and Dr. Kathy Taylor,  forensic anthropologist for the 
King County Medical Examiner�s Office.   
 
WACME will offer a 40 hour course on Medicolegal Death Investigations beginning on December 2 in Olympia and 
ending with WACO�s  Newly Elected Officials� Orientation where WACME will hold follow-up meetings on the duties 
and responsibilities of the office.  Announcements will go out in the near future.  
 
County Clerks Offer Specialized Training      
The Washington State Association of County Clerks (WSACC) held two concurrent training sessions in conjunction with 
the 48th Annual WACO Conference in Wenatchee during the first week of October.  One involved court facilitators and 
the second was the effective collection of court-ordered legal financial obligations (LFO) of convicted criminal offenders.  
 
The two groups totaling nearly seventy included county clerks and their deputies, some of whom had to divide their time 
between the two sessions.  Court facilitators provide guidance to parties to court actions who are not represented by 
counsel.   With the passage of SB 5990, three years ago, WSACC assumed the responsibility for LFO collections from the 
Department of Corrections.  Periodic trainings have been held in order to share the expertise of counties with long-
standing programs.   
 
Identities Revealed of Former Members at Conference 
The last Courthouse Journal included a picture of all the former members who attended the WSAC Centennial 
Conference in Spokane.  Two members were unidentified at the time.  They are Warren Dahlin, former Lewis County 
Commissioner and Harold Cooper, former Lewis County Commissioner.  We want to apologize for not having their 
names at the time the Journal went to press and thank them both for attending the Conference. 

 

 

Position Available on State Sentencing Commission 
A position is open for a WSAC representative on the Washington State Sentencing Guidelines Commission.  The 
Commission meets the second Friday of each month -- at SeaTac during most of the year and at Olympia during the 
legislative session.  Travel expenses are reimbursed.   

Interested WSAC members should submit a letter of interest to WSAC staff Sophia Byrd McSherry at 
sbyrd@wacounties.org.  The WSAC Board of Directors will select one or more nominees.  Governor Gregoire will make 
the final appointment.  

Grant County Commissioner Deborah Moore has held the WSAC seat for several years but has recently decided to step 
down.  The two positions held by county and city representatives often provide the only voices for local fiscal interests on 
the statewide commission.   
 
The Commission was created by the Sentencing Reform Act of 1981, and is directed by statute to evaluate and monitor 
adult and juvenile sentencing policies and practices and recommend modifications to the Governor and the Legislature.  
The Commission also serves as a clearinghouse and information center on adult and juvenile sentencing.  Although the 
Commission focuses primarily on felony sentencing issues its policy recommendations can include substantial impacts 
throughout the criminal justice system, which is largely administered and funded by counties.   

Boards & Commissions 
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Other seats on the 20-member commission are held by four Superior Court judges, two prosecutors, two defense 
attorneys, one sheriff or police chief, one juvenile court administrator, the Secretary of Corrections, the Deputy Secretary 
of Juvenile Rehabilitation, the Director of the Office of Financial Management, the chair of the Indeterminate Sentence 
Review Board and four citizens (including at least one victim advocate). 

More information about the Sentencing Guidelines Commission is available at www.sgc.wa.gov. 

 

WACO-WSAC Members - Mark Your Calendars for the Newly Elected Officials� Conference 
Please mark December 5-8 on your calendars and make a point to attend the WACO/WSAC Newly Elected Officials� 
Conference, to be held at the Red Lion Hotel, in Olympia.  A draft copy of the program schedule, sans speakers, is 
attached to this issue.  We are expecting to have at least 50 new WACO and WSAC members, so current county officials 
are urged to come share their expertise and help out with the orientation of their new colleagues, as well as attend some 
interesting joint sessions where everyone can learn something new.  County coroners and medical examiners will be 
starting training on Saturday, December 2 and county sheriffs will begin on Sunday, December 3, so that those groups can 
fit in required hours of training.  Some WACO affiliates are expected to meet on Tuesday, December 5, but the first event 
to be held for everyone will be the Welcoming Reception on Tuesday, December 5 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
On both Wednesday and Thursday, December 6 and 7, joint sessions will be held in the mornings and continue through 
lunch.  Then separate meetings will be held for new WSAC members and for WACO affiliates both days, with 
adjournment Thursday afternoon.  There will be a banquet on Wednesday evening.  On Friday, December 8, WSAC has 
scheduled a breakfast for new WSAC members, followed by a WSAC Legislative Steering Committee Meeting and 
luncheon. 
 
Reservations at the Red Lion can be made by calling (360) 943-4000.  Everyone should ask for the WACO group rate, with 
the exception of Coroners and Medical Examiners who have their own block of rooms. 
 

 

Skamania County Clerk Rena Hollis is being honored at a social hour and dinner buffet at the Skamania Lodge in 
Stevenson the evening of Friday, December 8.   Rena, a former WACO Board Member, is retiring after 31 years of service 
to Skamania County, 20 of those as County Clerk.   Colleagues and friends have been invited  you to attend.  Please RSVP 
by November 3.  For more information, please contact Sharon Vance, P.O. Box 512, Carson, WA 98610 or call her at (509) 
427-5947.    

* * * * * 
We are sorry to report that former State Treasurer Robert S. O�Brien, 88, passed away from complications of cancer on 
October 16.   Mr. O�Brien served with great distinction as the State Treasurer from 1965 until 1989.   No service has been 
planned at this time. 

* * * * * 
The first hole in one ever at a WACO golf tournament occurred at The Highlander Golf Course in East Wenatchee, pre-
conference on October 2.  Doug MacDonald, with U.S. Archive and Imaging Services, deserves congratulations for hitting 
the �ace�.  Fifteen WACO members and others played in the tournament, which was organized by Dave Griffiths, Chelan 
County Treasurer.  Many thanks to Dave for his help with the tournament, the golf prizes and the Wenatchee Valley 
apples and pears.  Congratulations to Doug for the hole in one! 

* * * * * 

Courthouse Ramblings 

Training & Upcoming Events 
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Congratulations to Benton County Coroner Floyd Johnson who was recently honored by his DeMolay chapter and was 
awarded the �DeMolay Legion of Honor� for outstanding service to his community.  He also received a nomination for 
Man of the Year.  DeMolay is an organization dedicated to preparing young men to lead successful, happy and 
productive lives. Basing its approach on timeless principles and practical, hands-on experience, DeMolay opens doors for 
young men aged 12 to 21 by developing civic awareness, personal responsibility and leadership skills.   DeMolay 
combines this serious mission with a fun approach that builds important bonds of friendship among members in more 
than 1,000 chapters worldwide. 

* * * * * 
Pierce County is offering a free training class for individuals interested in serving as weather spotters. The class will be 
held Tuesday, Nov. 7 in the Orting Multipurpose Room from 6:30 to 9 pm.   Spotters, who alert the National Weather 
Service of pending weather events, are particularly needed in rural areas.  The class is open to all interested citizens. The 
county especially would like to enlist amateur radio operators; Citizen Corps members; public safety, transportation and 
public works professionals; and individuals who own weather instruments.  
 
For more information and to register, contact Barbara Nelson, Pierce County Emergency Management, at 253-798-2168 or 
bnelso1@co.pierce.wa.us. 
 

 

Meeting Location Date Information 

For your convenience training and workshops are bolded.                                                

OCTOBER 2006    

WA Counties Risk Pool (WCRP) 
Autumn Session & Board Meeting 

Red Lion Hotel at the Park, 
Spokane October 25 - 26 (360) 586-7447 ext 100 

NOVEMBER 2006    

Washington Association of 
Sheriffs & Police Chiefs  Skamania Lodge, Stevenson November 13 � 17 (360) 486-2380 

Assn of County Human Services 
(ACHS) Walla Walla November 15 - 17 (360) 586-4219 ext 106 or (360) 

561-6317 
Joint WA Counties Insurance 
Fund/ WA Counties Insurance 
Pool Budget Meeting 

Kennewick November 16 (360) 586-0466 

Holiday Closure WA Counties Building November 23 - 24  

DECEMBER 2006    

WA Assoc of Coroners and Medical 
Examiners Medicolegal Death 
Investigations Training 

Red Lion Hotel, Olympia December 2-5 (360) 753-7319 

WA State Sheriffs Association 
Training Red Lion Hotel, Olympia December 3-5 (360) 753-7319 

Newly Elected Officials Training � 
WSAC & WACO Red Lion Hotel, Olympia December 5-7 (360) 753-7319 (WACO)  

or 753-1886 (WSAC) 

WACO Board of Trustees� Meeting Red Lion Hotel, Olympia December 5 (360) 753-7319 

WSAC Board Meeting Red Lion Hotel, Olympia December 8 (360) 753-1886 

Legislative Steering Committee Red Lion Hotel, Olympia December 8 (360) 753-1886 

Calendar of Events 
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Meeting Location Date Information 

WA Assn of Prosecuting 
Attorneys� Annual Winter  

Crowne Plaza, Seattle December 6 - 8 (360) 753-2175 

Holiday Closure WA Counties Building December 25  

    

JANUARY 2007    

Holiday Closure WA Counties Building January 1  

Legislative Session Begins Olympia January 8  

WA State Association of County 
Assessors� Legislative Meeting Counties Building, Olympia January 16-18 (360) 753-7319 

Urban County Caucus Mercato Ristorante�, 
Olympia 

January 17 
6:30 � 8:30 pm (360) 753-1886 

Rural Issues Sub-committee Ramblin� Jacks, Olympia January 17 
6:30 � 8:30 pm (360) 753-1886 

Legislative Steering Committee TBD, Olympia January 18 
8:00 � Noon 

(360) 753-1886 

Urban County Caucus Mercato Ristorante�, 
Olympia 

January 31 
6:30 � 8:30 pm 

(360) 753-1886 

Rural Issues Sub-committee Ramblin� Jacks, Olympia January 31 
6:30 � 8:30 pm 

(360) 753-1886 

 

 

This week�s feature:   Kittitas County 

 
Kittitas County was organized in 1883 by the Washington Territorial Legislature, which partitioned the new county from 
what had been the northern part of Yakima County.  This followed an unsuccessful attempt three years earlier to move 
the Yakima County seat north to the more populous Ellensburg.  Upon creation of Kittitas County, Ellensburg became the 
county seat. 

 
Cattle ranching was among the county�s earliest industries, dating from the 
early 1860s.  
Farming, 
particularly hay 
and wheat, 
prospered later as 
did mining for 
coal and precious 

metals.  The county is now home to Central Washington 
University. 
 
Visit Kittitas County at www.co.kittitas.wa.us 
 
 

Featured Courthouse 

KITTITAS COUNTY 
FAIR 

�Wheelin� Squealin� Good Time�  
 

Ellensburg � Labor Day Weekend 
�a tradition since 1886
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Welcome to the U.S. Communities Purchasing & Finance Agency  
 
(U.S. Communities) website http://www.uscommunities.org/  

The Association of School Business Officials International (ASBO), the National Association of Counties 
(NACo), the National Institute of Governmental Purchasing (NIGP), the National League of Cities 
(NLC), and the United States Conference of Mayors (USCM), jointly sponsor the  

 
U.S. Communities Government Purchasing Alliance (U.S. Communities) 

 
Designed in cooperation with an Advisory Board of local government purchasing officials, U.S. 
Communities pools the purchasing power of public agencies, achieves bulk volume discounts on behalf 
of public agencies, competitively solicits quality products through a lead public agency and provides a 
purchasing forum for public agencies nationwide. 
 
You can obtain information on how to contact all U.S. Communities suppliers by telephoning (866) 472-
7467 or by sending an email to info@uscommunities.org 

 
 

U.S. Communities | 2175 North California Blvd., Suite 550, Walnut Creek, CA 94596 
(866) 472-7467 | info@uscommunities.org            
©2003 U.S. Communities Purchasing and Finance Agency 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachments 

"Results from our internal customer satisfaction survey show that our customers 
want two things from Purchasing. First save us time in the procurement process 
and second save us money. When Kansas City, Missouri uses a U.S. Communities 
contract we save both time and money for our customers." 

Ray Burnett,  
Commissioner of Purchases and Supplies  
Kansas City, MO. 



 
 

WEDNESDAY � December 6, 2006 
 
  7:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. ORIENTATION REGISTRATION   
  7:45 a.m.    BREAKFAST BUFFET   
  8:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. JOINT SESSION 
      WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF COUNTY OFFICIALS (WACO) 

 WASHINGTON STATE ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES (WSAC) 
        
  8:30 a.m.   PRESENTATION OF COLORS 
     Pledge of Allegiance 
  
     WELCOME: 

     WACO President Rick Bart, Snohomish County Sheriff 
     WSAC President Leo Bowman, Benton County Commissioner 
     INTRODUCTIONS AND REMARKS BY STATE ELECTED OFFICIALS 
  8:45 a.m.    OPENING GENERAL SESSION   
     Keynote Speaker       
  11:45 a.m.   JOINT WACO/WSAC LUNCHEON    
     Speaker:  Bob Drewel, Former Snohomish County Executive 
     �Getting Along in the Courthouse�  
  1:15 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. SEPARATE SESSIONS    
       County Assessors     
     County Auditors    
     County Clerks    
     Commissioners/Councilmembers   
     County Coroners/Medical Examiners  
     County Prosecutors    
     County Sheriffs    
     County Treasurers    
  4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. COUNTY CANVASSING BOARD TRAINING FOR COMMISSIONERS,  
       PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS, AUDITORS -  Secretary of State�s Office  
  6:30 p.m.   JOINT WACO/WSAC BANQUET    
       Entertainment   

 

THURSDAY – December 7, 2006 
  7:30 a.m.    BREAKFAST BUFFET 
  8:30 p.m. - 11:45 a.m. JOINT WACO/WSAC SESSION  
     LEGAL DO�S AND DON�TS 
       Public Records, Public Disclosure, Public Meetings 
     YOUR PROSECUTOR AS YOUR ATTORNEY 
       �The Role of the Prosecutor as Attorney for County Elected Officials 
         � Possible Conflicts � When the County will NOT Represent You� 
   12:00 p.m.  JOINT WACO/WSAC LUNCHEON    
       Speaker   



THURSDAY Continued 

 
 
  1:30 p.m.- 4:15 p.m. SEPARATE SESSIONS  
       County Assessors   
       County Auditors    
       County Clerks    
       Commissioners/Councilmembers    
       County Coroners/Medical Examiners   
       County Prosecutors 
       County Treasurers � Tours of State Auditor�s and State Treasurer�s Offices 
    

FRIDAY � December 8, 2006 
  8:00 a.m. � 10:00 a.m. WSAC New Member Breakfast 
     8:00 a.m. � 10:30 a.m. WSAC Board of Directors Meeting 
  10:00 a.m. � 3:00 p.m. WSAC Legislative Steering Committee Meeting and Luncheon 
   

   


