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Legislature Leaves Town without a 
Transportation Solution 

S even months of hard work without a good 
outcome in transportation is disappointing 
at best for many, but certainly a sign of 

how difficult and challenging this legislative 
year has been.  After 21/2 years of study by the 
Blue Ribbon Commission on Transportation 
and seven months of exhaustive negotiations, 
the Legislature ended its third special session 
mid-day on Wednesday, July 26, 2001.  Legis-
lators and Governor�s Office staff along with 
representatives from counties, cities, labor, 

transit/multi-model advocates and business 
groups worked tirelessly for the last seven 
months to hammer out a transportation package 
to no avail.  The last package on the table was a 
three bill package that consisted of accountabil-
ity measures, a $8.5 billion dollar statewide 
revenue proposal and a regional bill that would 
include the counties of Pierce, King, and Sno-
homish.  And Saturday, when it was apparent 
that the statewide revenue proposal was dead, 

(Continued on page 2) 

Legislature Finally Adjourns 

T he Legislature finally came to the end of 
a long and arduous session that began 
January 8 and ended July 25, one day 

short of the longest session in state history.  
They left Olympia without passing a transporta-
tion package failing to find agreement on what 
type of tax proposal would produce 25 votes in 
the Senate and 50 votes in the House.  See the 
story below. 

This session has proved to be one of the 
most difficult in many years.  However, in re-
cent years it has become more and more com-
mon for the Legislature to be divided over ma-
jor policy issues, particularly if they include 
taxes.  WSAC has been in the middle of some 

of these issues, transportation, 695 backfill and 
shorelines to name a few. 

These have all been divisive issues and it is 
easy to assign blame when you do not get what 
you want.  However, it is important to know that 
many legislators worked hard on these issues on 
behalf of counties, even with political risk for 
themselves.  We have friends in the legislature 
who have championed our causes and there are 
others who don�t understand our issues.  It is 
often easy to accuse legislators of not doing 
their job.  But this has been a particularly diffi-
cult session.  With only a one-vote majority in 
the Senate, it was often difficult to push any ma-

(Continued on page 2) 

Blanket Primary Will Stay Put This Year 

T he legislature did not come up with a fix 
this session, so a federal judge ruled this 
week that Washington�s 66-year old 

�blanket� primary will be conducted one more 
time on September 18, clearing the way for 
county auditors to prepare the ballots.  U.S. 
District Judge Frank Burgess made his ruling 
and tossed the ball back to the Legislature to 
come up with a solution, in a blow to the politi-
cal parties who had asked the judge to bar the 
state from using the blanket primary. The mo-

tion to do away with the injunction was made 
by the Washington State Grange, the sponsor of 
the original blanket primary initiative in 1935. 

 Last year, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
that states cannot force political parties to allow 
outsiders to help select their nominees, just as 
Washington allows crossover voting.  Last year, 
the original court injunction agreed to by the 
Secretary of State, and the Democratic and Re-
publican parties, kept Washington�s primary for 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Legislature Finally Adjourns  
(Continued from page 1) 

jor piece of legislation without bi-partisan 
support.  And in the House it was abso-
lutely essential to have bi-partisan support 
with a 49-49 tie. 

What seems to be controlling the 
Legislature more than the narrow majori-
ties of each house is the citizens� insis-
tence upon legislating through the initia-
tive process by cutting taxes.  And at the 
same time they provide no direction on 
where to spend state funds.  It is no won-
der that a tax bill has little or no chance of 
being enacted by the Legislature when 
they believe it will be the objective of the 
next initiative.    

The initiative process seems to have 
usurped representative government and 
all but eliminated the ability to put com-
promises together that will forge bi-
partisan solutions.  While the Senate was 
prepared to pass a transportation package 
the House never came close to finding 50 
votes in favor.  And the number one rea-
son given by most legislators was that 
they were not going to vote for a tax 
package that would be overturned by the 
voters at the next election. 

Counties need to look closely at the 
initiative process.  It has become an an-
chor around the collective necks of the 
Legislature.  And if there is ever to be a 
funding solution for local governments 

that may include additional revenues it 
needs to be resolved. 

More time should be spent with the 
citizens educating them to the needs of 
local government.  They need to be aware 
of the importance of the services pro-
vided.  Safe communities are the top pri-
ority of most citizens and they need to 
understand that counties spend 70% of 
their general fund dollars making those 
communities safer.  When tax-cutting ini-
tiatives cut county revenues, they jeopard-
ize safer communities.  If counties are 
ever going to solve some of these conten-
tious issues they need to re-involve citi-
zens in their government. 

The Courthouse Journal 
The Courthouse Journal is published 

weekly by the Washington Association of 
County Officials (WACO) and the 
Washington State Association of 
Counties (WSAC). 

We welcome your suggestions and 
contributions.  The weekly deadline is 
noon Thursday. 
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SE, Olympia, WA  98501-1131.   
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Washington Scholarship Auction at 2001 
WSAC Fall Legislative Conference 

O ur efforts have been very successful 
with your generous contributions 

from the previous years' auctions.  So----
why stop a good thing!  We are holding a 
fund raising auction at the Washington 
State Association of Counties Fall Legis-
lative Conference to benefit the Washing-
ton Scholarship Fund.  WSAC and 

WACO alternate 
fund-raising 
events for this 

benefit and it is 
WSAC�s turn this 
year.  
These auctions and 
donations have 

raised thousands of 
dollars for the schol-
arship fund.  The 

scholarships are for the 
children of county employ-

ees, including elected officials.  The ap-
plication period is in the spring of each 
year and the application process is widely 
publicized.  Over 200 applications are 
received each year with the winners being 
selected by an impartial panel. 

WSAC staff will be contacting you 
soon to solicit donations, which can be 
auctioned.   Many counties have made a 
tradition and almost a competition of 
sorts with their generous donations.  The 
only standard for a donation is its ability 
to fetch a ridiculously high winning bid.  
The auction is great fun and the purpose 
is of the highest order.  Please begin 
thinking of auspicious and fun donations. 

Blanket Primary 
(Continued from page 1) 

the 2000 elections, supposedly for the last 
time.  The parties then asked the court for 
a system which would require voters to 
register by party, vote for that party�s 
slate of candidates, and make their party 
affiliation public.   

The political parties are adamantly 

opposed to crossover voting and will con-
tinue the fight to end such practice, hop-
ing it will be ruled unconstitutional, but it 
is very popular with the voters in this 
state, and experts say that a change may 
result in lower voter turnout.  It remains 
to be seen whether the parties will appeal 
Judge Burgess� decision this summer. 

 

Transportation Package 
(Continued from page 1) 

there was a last minute approach to pass a 
regional only package.  Both counties and 
cities strongly opposed this approach.   

There was a hint of a fourth special 
session, but the Governor did make the 

caveat that this would only be if negotia-
tors truly had a package that would have 
enough votes to pass the legislature.   

For comments or questions, please 
contact your worn-out WSAC staff, 
Jackie White at 360-753-1886. 
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Health & Human Services 

Association of County Human Services Meets in Port Angeles 

A CHS met in Port Angeles from July 
18 � 20.  The Developmental Dis-

abilities Section met in its regular session 
on Wednesday after enjoying a good 
meeting with representatives of the Parent 
Coalition on Tuesday, the 17th.  Mental 
Health met both on Wednesday evening 
and Thursday.  Chemical Dependency 
met on Friday. 

In DD, Linda Rolfe, Director, DDD, 
spoke to the group in the morning cover-
ing the budget difficulties the Division is 
in due to underfunding by the legislature 
during the 2001 session.  A couple of ar-
eas are particularly difficult.  Voluntary 
placements will have to be reduced as 
will transition programs. Olmstead was 
funded at less than an adequate daily rate 
threatening the savings at the RHCs.  The 
case management ratio was only funded 
at approximately ¼ of the agency request.  
When asked about supplemental requests 
for 2002, Linda was non-committal about 
any county involvement in setting priori-
ties. 

Other presenters included Janet Ad-
ams, DDD, updating the Section on 
Olmstead implementation and requesting 
county assistance.  Mary Strehlow, Clark, 
Denise Rothleutner, Pierce, Carol 
Greenough, King, Stuart Torgerson, Sno-
homish, Willie Burer, Clallam, Gail 
Davis, Grant, and Carol Burke, Chelan-
Douglas volunteered for the work group 
on Olmstead.  Sue Elliot and Susan At-
kins from ARC discussed the ARC law-
suit and the potential settlement and the 
advocacy coalition known as Parent to 
Parent which is in 37 counties.  The ARC 
lawsuit appears to be resolved by an ap-
propriation both in the supplemental 
budget and ongoing budgets.  David Lord 
from Washington Protection and Advo-
cacy gave us an overview of current ac-
tivities in WPAS. 

Other topics covered were the Reve-
nue Expenditure Monitoring Team and 
the difficulty in transferring funds be-
tween DSHS regions despite county need.  
It was agreed the Team would continue 
and the subject brought up at the next Tim 
Brown meeting in September.  The Sec-
tion also discussed the DSHS �No Wrong 
Door� project and Dave Hopper reported 
he had spoken with Tim Brown and had a 
commitment to revisit the original pur-
pose of an integrated crisis response sys-
tem. 

Wednesday evening, the RSNs met 
with Susan Lucas and Wendi Gunther, 
MHD Budget Office to discuss RSN pri-
orities for the 2002 supplemental.  It was 
felt that being authorized to reach the up-
per payment level in federal funding, in-
creasing hospital inpatient rates, increas-
ing residential rates, recruitment and re-
tention, replacement of RSN data sys-
tems, and additional nonmedicaid funds 
were the top priorities.  The MHD will 
sent out an e-mail asking the RSNs to 
concur on a priority order and then they 
will begin the data gathering process. 

The vast majority of Thursday�s MH 
Section meeting was devoted to discus-
sion of the 01-03 contract.  In the morn-
ing, only the RSNs and the counties met 
to review their areas of concern. 

In the afternoon, Cathy Gaylord, 
CEO, Community Mental Health Council, 
and Karl Brimmer and Richard Onizuka 
from the Division joined them.  The result 
of the discussions were that individual 
persons would write up suggested alterna-
tives for particular areas of concern in the 
contract and e-mail them to all the RSNs 
who could then choose to use the sug-
gested language for edits or edit their con-
tracts in their own fashion.  All RSNs 
agreed that they would sign the contracts 
but with edits to the terms.  The decision 
to accept those edits is the MHD�s but if 
they refuse, each RSN will decide 
whether to sign an unamended or only 
partially amended form of the contract.  It 
was noted that BBA comes into play in 
mid-August again so the time frame is 
short if we want to avoid those additional 
requirements. 

Also briefly discussed during the af-
ternoon session were working with the 
Council on HIPAA and our mutual inter-
est in both the Children�s Mental Health 
Study and the Prevalence Study which are 
getting underway this year.  Judy Hall, 
MHD, was present to cover the initial 
work on both the prevalence study and 
the outcomes work group that is under-
way.  There was some discussion on the 
concerns of the Washington Government 
Entities Pool about the liability contained 
within the DMIO contract which will con-
tinue to be examined along with a sum-
mary of the MHD�s meeting with the 
Center for Medicaid and Medicare Ser-
vices (formerly HCFA) who is interested 
in some proposals for removing process 

requirements. 
In Chemical Dependency on Friday, 

the morning was spent just among the 
counties with some preparatory discus-
sion on the subjects to be covered by 
DASA later in the afternoon.  There is 
some disagreement over the gravely dis-
abled project which is money funded by 
the 2001 legislature for the purposes of 
treatment for both those who are gravely 
disabled and/or methamphetamine abus-
ers.  The gravely disabled portion comes 
from the expansion of the CD-ITA statute 
to include that population also enacted 
during the 2001 session.  Fred Garcia, 
DASA, has agreed to take the county 
opinion back to Ken Stark, Director, 
DASA.  The vast majority of counties 
present do not agree with doing an RFP or 
�pilot� in just a few counties. 

The Section, when joined by DASA, 
also discussed the future of the SSI pilots, 
which were given ongoing funding in the 
2001 budget.  Additional counties would 
like to be included in the project if possi-
ble.  Dave Hopper, Benton-Franklin, dis-
cussed the DSHS �No Wrong Door� pro-
ject again and CD just like the other sec-
tions, does desire to re-engage in these 
discussions with DSHS.  DASA indicated 
the disposition of the extra federal block 
grant funds, which engendered a certain 
amount of lively discussion and disagree-
ment from the counties.  There was also 
discussion of the October 8 � 9 planning 
meeting agenda, which will include dis-
cussion of roles and placement of residen-
tial oversight. 

Both the Mental Health and Chemi-
cal Dependency Sections also had an op-
portunity to meet Tom Bristow, the new 
DSHS Local Government liaison, who 
offered his services in improving the col-
laboration between DSHS and local gov-
ernment.  He had an opportunity to meet 
with both the Clallam and Jefferson 
County Commissioners while in the area.  
The CD Section was also pleased to wel-
come Clallam County Commissioners 
Steve Tharinger and Mike Doherty to the 
afternoon meeting.  Their personal inter-
est in human services was most welcome 
to the program administrators. 

Thanks to Clallam County and their 
staff for making the ACHS visit both 
worthwhile and pleasurable.  The next 
ACHS meeting will be September 19 � 21 
in Ellensburg. 
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T he recent resignation of Mason 
County Commissioner Mary Jo Cady 

leaves open a county position on the state 
Emergency Management Council, which 
advises the governor on state and local 
emergency management issues.  The gov-
ernor will appoint a new county represen-
tative from nominees submitted by the 
Washington State Association of Counties. 

County officials interested in filling 
this position should contact Sophia Byrd 

of the WSAC staff (sbyrd@wacounties.
org; 360-753-1886) by August 15, 2001.  
The WSAC Board of Directors will select 
two or three nominees and will forward 
these applicants to the governor�s office 
for his final appointment.   

Pursuant to RCW 38.52.040, the 
Emergency Management Council devel-
ops specific recommendations for the im-
provement of emergency management 
practices statewide.  It also advises the 

governor on statewide emergency prepar-
edness relating to various issues, includ-
ing hazard mitigation, seismic safety, 
floods, and hazardous materials. 

The Council meets every other 
month, usually at Camp Murray near Ta-
coma.  The term of service on the council 
is indefinite.  Commissioner Cady reports 
that regular attendance is important due to 
counties� integral role in almost all mat-
ters relating to emergency management. 

WSAC and WACO Execs Schedule Courthouse Visits 

B ill Vogler, WSAC Executive Director 
and Debbie Wilke, WACO incom-

ing-Executive Director, have begun the 
process of scheduling courthouse visits. 

Both Associations have made it a prior-
ity in the last two years to have the execu-

tive directors visit every county during the 
year.  With the length of the legislative ses-
sion this year the first visits will not begin 
until the middle of August and will proba-
bly be completed by the end of October. 

You will receive a letter to confirm 

the date and time for your scheduled visi-
tation.  This is a good time to talk about 
activities of the Associations and other 
issues that members would like to discuss. 

T he Governor�s office and legislative 
leadership have reached agreement 

on an interim process for discussions on 
four priority water resource issues leading 
to specific proposals for the 2002 legisla-
tive session. The process will be a biparti-
san �Five Corners� group, which will in-
clude representatives from the Governor�s 
office and from both major party caucus 
in the House and the Senate. The process 
will be outlined in a �charter� to be pub-
lished soon, and will culminate in Decem-
ber with a set of proposals or alternatives 
for addressing these key water issues, 
which will be used by the Governor and 
legislators to develop specific pieces of 
legislation for the 2002 session.  

These discussions will begin immedi-

ately with informal meetings with af-
fected and interested parties, then move to 
focused topical workshops organized 
around a set of �white papers� and con-
clude with development of �options� pa-
pers prior to the end of the year. The four 
major issues to be addressed are: (1) set-
ting and achieving instream flows, (2) 
addressing needs of municipal supplies, 
including growth and conservation, (3) 
water rights relinquishment, and (4) water 
infrastructure, including water storage 
and funding. The Governor�s office and 
legislators and staff are scoping each of 
these topics now. 

The Five Corners group will convene 
four one-day work sessions in September 
and October. They will be drafting their 

own set of �white papers� on each of the 
four topics, and will be encouraging other 
groups to prepare their own such papers � 
aimed at local elected officials who are 
not necessarily experts on these issues � 
for use at the workshops. In November 
and December, the Five Corners group 
will try to develop a set of options built 
around the white papers and the work-
shops. Although these could lead to some 
consensus legislation, the current plan is 
that each member of the Five Corners 
group will use the set of options to draft 
their own proposals for the 2002 session.  

WSAC plans to host a group of 
county water-issues people to discuss pre-
paring white papers on these issues for use 
at the workshops in September and Octo-
ber. WSAC has already developed posi-
tions on some of these four key issues, 
which will provide the basis for some or 
all of the white papers. For more informa-
tion, please contact WSAC�s intern Selena 
Hopkins, wsacintern@wacounties.org. 

Boards & Commissions 

Recruiting �Alternates� for State E-911 Committee 

W SAC has recently learned that the 
state Enhanced 911 Advisory 

Committee�s bylaws provide for 
�alternates� to attend and vote on com-
mittee business when a Committee mem-
ber is unable to attend.   

To ensure county representation at all 
Committee meetings, WSAC would like 
to formally appoint alternates for the two 
WSAC positions on the E-911 Commit-

tee.  One alternate must be an Eastern 
Washington commissioner; one must be a 
Western Washington commissioner.  
These back-up appointments will be made 
directly by the WSAC Board of Directors 
or Executive Committee.  If interested, 
please contact WSAC staff Sophia Byrd 
at sbyrd@wacounties.org or 360-753-
1886, by August 30, 2001.   

The alternates will receive all meet-

ing information and will be asked to at-
tend when the primary members are un-
able to.  The E-911 Committee meets 
monthly at SeaTac.  WSAC�s primary 
representatives on the Committee are Lin-
coln County Commissioner Bill Graedel 
representing Eastern counties and Pacific 
County Commissioner Jon Kaino repre-
senting Western counties.   

County Position Open on Emergency Management Council 

Environment, Land Use & Resources 

New Five Corners Group on Water  
Resources Calls for County Input 
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Law & Justice 

Chelan Commissioners Assume Command of Regional Jail 

C helan County Commissioners voted 
last month to take over management 

of the Chelan-Douglas-Wenatchee re-
gional jail.  The Chelan County Sheriff 
had previously exercised operational au-
thority over the regional jail since it 
opened in 1984.   

Douglas County and the city of We-
natchee will continue to participate in the 
regional jail and will retain their functions 
on a jail advisory committee.  Officials 
from Douglas County and the city of We-
natchee expressed strong support for the 
Chelan Commission�s action.   

�To me it makes nothing but sense,� 
Douglas County Commissioner Dane 
Keane told The Wenatchee World news-
paper June 27, �I�ve always felt that the 
jail needed to be a stand-alone unit.  I feel 
a lot more comfortable as an advisory 
partner right now.�  

According to news articles in The 
World, local officials don�t expect the 
change in management to significantly 
decrease the costs of running a jail.  How-
ever they believe it will eliminate layers 
of government between the jail and the 
commissioners, who ultimately are re-
sponsible for county budgeting.  Over 
time they expect this will help the county 
get a handle on jail expenses, Commis-
sioner John Hunter told The World.   

Immediately after establishing the 
new department, the commissioners ap-
pointed Dick Winn, a former jail chief, as 
interim director.  Winn will report di-

rectly to the Chelan County commission-
ers. 

In establishing the new county De-
partment of Corrections, the commission-
ers made Chelan the fifth county in the 
state to move jail operations from the tra-
ditional purview of the sheriff to a county 

agency under control of the commission-
ers.  Other counties with commissioner-
run jails are:  King, Snohomish, Cowlitz 
and Yakima.  RCW 70.48.090(3) author-
izes the county governing unit to establish 
county departments of corrections for the 
purpose of operating jails. 

High Court Finds Counties Responsible 
for Appellate Defense on Appeal  
to Superior Court 

T he Washington State Supreme Court 
ruled July 19 that local government 

is responsible for paying the indigent de-
fense costs of misdemeanant appeals 
from a court of limited jurisdiction (e.g. 
district court) to superior court.   

The Court�s full opinion in Kitsap 
County and City of Bremerton v. Moore 
is available online at www.courts.wa.gov/
opinions.   

In this case, Kitsap County and the 
City of Bremerton claimed that the state, 
not local governments, should bear the 
costs of indigent misdemeanant appeals.  
Kitsap and Bremerton argued that RCW 
4.88.330 demonstrates a legislative intent 
to commit the state to pay for appeals to 
superior court under the Rules for appeal 
of Decisions of Courts of Limited Juris-
diction.  The statute states that the state 
shall pay for appeals of parties that have 
been determined to have a constitutional 

right to appeal and have demonstrated 
indigency.    

However, at the time of the adoption 
of RCW 4.88.330 in 1975, it applied only 
to appellate review by the Supreme Court 
and the state Court of Appeals.  At that 
time courts of limited jurisdiction were 
not courts of record, and relief from their 
decisions was determined in a new trial in 
superior court.  Counties and cities bore 
the indigent defense costs associated with 
these new trials.  

The Supreme Court examined legis-
lative history and further reasoned that 
the Legislature had no intention of apply-
ing RCW 4.88.330 to cover any appellate 
costs in superior court.  A reasonable in-
ference from floor debate, according to 
the Court, was that the Legislature in-
tended the statute to deal only with the 
appellate system as it existed at that time 
in 1975. 

August County Calendar 
          1          The county treasurer, upon request, shall furnish the county legislative authority with a list of lands owned by the 

county and subject to special assessments.  RCW 36.33.160 
          13        By this date, each elective and appointive department head is to file an estimated budget for the ensuing fiscal year, 

with the county auditor.  If estimates are not filed in time, the auditor shall deduct and withhold as a penalty from the 
salary of each official failing to comply, $10 for each day of delay, not to exceed $50 in one year.  RCW 
36.40.010, .030 

          13        On or before this date, the county legislative authority, assisted by the county road engineer, shall prepare and file with 
the county auditor estimated county road expenditures for the ensuing fiscal year.  RCW 36.82.160 

          15        Filing of autopsy reimbursement requests by coroners and medical examiners due in State Treasurer�s office for Janu-
ary-June of (current year).  RCW 68.50.104 

          18        County assessor to forward to the Department of Revenue a valuation abstract of local assessments.  RCW 84.48.010   
          31        Up until this date, the county assessor is authorized to place property that is increased in value due to construction or 

alteration for which a building permit has been issued, on the assessment rolls for the purposes of tax levy.  The as-
sessed valuation of the property shall be considered as of July 31.  RCW 36.21.080  

          31        Up to this date, when any mobile home first becomes subject to assessment for property taxes, the county assessor is 
authorized to place the mobile home on the assessment rolls for purposes of tax levy.  The assessed valuation of the 
mobile home shall be considered as of the July 31, immediately preceding the date that the mobile home is placed on 
the assessment roll.  RCW 36.21.090 
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August 27-30 
Washington State Association of 
County Assessors� Annual Conference, 
Enzian Inn, Leavenworth 
 
September 9-12 
International Association of Assessing 
Officers Annual Conference, Miami, 
Florida 
 
September 10-11 
Washington State Assn of County 
Treasurers� Legislative Meeting, 
Summit Inn, Snoqualmie Pass 
 
September 19-21 
Washington Finance Officers 
Association Annual Conference, 
Wenatchee 
 

September 19-21 
ACHS Meeting, Ellensburg 
 
September 27-28 
WSAC Eastern District Meeting, East 
Wenatchee, Mickey O�Reilly Inn 
 
October 1-5 
WACO Annual Conference, Port 
Ludlow Resort & Conference Center 
 
October 11-12 
WSAC Western District Meeting, Super 
8 Motel, Long Beach 
 
October 18-19 
CRABoard Meeting, CRAB Office, 
Olympia 
 
November 12-15 
Washington Association of Sheriffs� & 
Police Chiefs� Annual Fall Conference, 
Doubletree, Pasco 
 
November 14-16 
ACHS Meeting, Silverdale 

November 14-16 
WSAC Fall Legislative Conference, 
Silverdale Hotel on the Bay, Silverdale 
 
November 14 
WCIF Board Meeting, in conjunction 
with WSAC Fall Legislative Conference, 
10 am - 12 pm 
 
December 13-14 
Washington Association of Prosecuting 
Attorneys� Annual Winter Meeting, 
Crowne Plaza, Seattle 
 
January 29-31 
Legislative Rally & Tri-Association 
Legislative Reception 
 
April 11-12 
WSAC Western District Meeting, TBD 
 
April 25-26 
WSAC Western District Meeting, Sun 
Mountain Lodge, Winthrop 
 
 

Coming 
Events 

By Rep. John Lovick 
 
For years, lawmakers have taken credit 
for getting "tough on crime." Hasn't the 
time come for us to get smart on crime, 
too?  

Census data released earlier this 
week shows that Washington's prison 
population doubled over the last decade, 
with black men and women serving time 
at alarmingly high rates. While black men 
account for a mere 3 percent of the state's 
male population, they represent 18 per-
cent of the male population behind bars.  

Experts say the state's drug laws ac-
count for this disparity. Although white 
men use illegal drugs at about the same 
rate as their African-American counter-
parts, black men are five times more 
likely to be arrested for a drug offense.  

Once in jail, they fall into a cycle of 
drugs, crime and violence. In many 
neighborhoods, this cycle of crime and 
addiction has spun out of control, splin-
tering families and leaving a wake of de-
struction in its path. Children with drug-
addicted fathers serving time are more 

likely to become addicts and criminals 
themselves. The cycle rages on.  

What we're left with is a system in-
creasingly inhabited by low-income drug-
addicts, as violent criminals continue to 
roam our neighborhoods. But we can 
have safer neighborhoods and save tax-
payers millions, by focusing on drug pre-
vention. Common-sense proposals that 
get smart on crime will reduce drug 
abuse, property crime, and violence.  

One of the best investments we could 
make is to expand the state's drug courts, 
putting one in every county. King County 
has had a drug court since 1994. It was 
the twelfth in the nation and is currently a 
mentor site to over 450 drug courts oper-
ating throughout the country.  

Here's how it works: eligible defen-
dants choose to participate in the program 
in lieu of traditional court processing. 
Once in the program, they attend court-
supervised treatment sessions, undergo 
random drug tests, and regularly appear 
before a court judge.  

The results have been outstanding. 
Only 9 percent of drug court graduates 

commit a felony in the months after 
graduation. Compare this to 22 percent 
for drug court drop-outs and 33 percent 
for people who choose not to participate.  

What's more, every dollar spent on 
drug treatment saves taxpayers $2 to $7. 
The average cost of drug court treatment 
ran between $1,200 and $3,000. Savings 
in jail bed days alone have been estimated 
to be at least $5,000 per defendant.  

Simply put, drug courts save money 
and break the cycle of crime and addic-
tion clogging our state's prisons.  

By acting now, we can save another 
generation from experiencing the indig-
nity of addiction, the trauma of violent 
crime, and the expense of a failed war on 
drugs. Over the next 20 years, the state's 
teen population is expected to grow by 
more than one-third. But we can prevent 
the cycle from finding a new foothold.  

It's time to get smart on crime.  
 
State Rep. John Lovick, a sergeant 

with the Washington State Patrol and a 
27 year veteran of law enforcement, 
represents the 44th Legislative District.  

Published on the HeraldNet - www.heraldnet.com - website of The Daily Herald, Everett, WA 
Saturday, July 21, 2001 
 
Guest Editorial 

War on drugs requires brains, not brawn  
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The Grays Harbor County 
Department of Public Ser-
vices, Planning & Building 
Division, has an opening for a 
Plans Examiner/Lead Building 
Inspector with a monthly sal-
ary of $3,439 to $4,110 DOQ.  
Minimum Qualifications: Re-
quires seven years of employ-
ment as a building inspector, 
plan reviewer, or related posi-
tion, at least two of which 
were as an I.C.B.O. Certified 
Plans Examiner; two year de-
gree in building technology, 
engineering technology, or 
closely related field; applica-
ble experience may be substi-
tuted at a rate of one for one;  
I.C.B.O. Building Inspector 
Certification; I.C.B.O. Plans 
Examiner Certification and a 
valid WSDL.  Requires the 
physical ability to crawl under 
buildings, climb ladders, and 
walk underdeveloped terrain.  
Proficiency with Windows 
operating system-based per-
sonal computer as well as 
Windows based applications.   
Demonstrate ability to foster 
good relations with the public.  
Applications and a complete 
job description may be ob-
tained from Grays Harbor 
County Management Services, 
3rd Floor Admin. Building, 
Suite 33, P.O. Box 790, Mon-

tesano, WA  98563, (360) 
249-4144 or on our website at 
www.co.grays-harbor.wa.us.  
Closing: August 3, 2001 at 
5:00 p.m. Grays Harbor 
County is an Equal Opportu-
nity Employer  

********** 
The Grays Harbor County 
Public Health & Social Ser-
vices Department has an 
opening for a Deputy Director 
with a beginning monthly sal-
ary of $4,332.  Minimum 
Qualifications:  Bachelor�s 
degree in Business or  Public 
Administration, Accounting or 
closely-allied field and 6 years 
professional experience in 
budgeting and/or grant ac-
counting, including fiscal 
management and program 
analysis, 2 years of which 
must have been in a supervi-
sory capacity.  Qualifications 
as a CPA in WA State may be 
substituted for all educational 
requirements.  Must have 
valid WSDL.  Residency in 
Grays Harbor County must be 
established within six months 
of employment.  Background 
checks will be conducted prior 
to employment.  Applications 
and a complete job description 
may be obtained from Grays 
Harbor County Management 
Services, 3rd Floor Admin. 

Bldg., P.O. Box 790, Monte-
sano, WA 98563, (360) 249-
4144 or off our website at 
www.co.grays-harbor.wa.us.  
Closing: August 6, 2001 at 5 
p.m.  Grays Harbor County is 
an Equal Opportunity Em-
ployer. 

********** 
Associate Planner, for Skagit 
County Planning & Permit Cen-
ter, Mount Vernon WA.  
Coordinates the preparation or 
administration of comprehen-
sive, sub-area, and community 
growth management plans; pu-
bic land use policy and legisla-
tion; natural resource land and 
open space conservation; trans-
portation; capital facilities; land 
use regulations; environmental 
review; info. systems, or other 
similar planning programs.  Re-
quires a BA degree in planning, 
geography, public administra-
tion or affairs, environmental 
studies, or related field and two 
years of exp. in a planning proc-
ess related to comprehensive or 
regional planning, growth man-
agement, development review, 
code implementation or any 
combination of experience an 
educ. which provides the appli-
cant with the desired skills, 
knowledge and ability. Master�s 
degree preferred, but not re-
quired. A.I.C.P. certification is 

preferred, but not required.  
More information and applica-
tion forms at 1-800-548-7957 or 
www.skagitcounty.net Position 
pays: $3,204.60 - $3,432.24 per 
month. Open until filled.   

********** 
Deputy Prosecuting Attor-
ney - Franklin County, Mini-
mum Qualifications:  Member 
of Washington State Bar in 
good standing.  Bilingual 
skills would be helpful.  Valid 
drivers license.  EOE.  Desired 
Qualifications:  Two years 
experience.  Assignment:   
Child Support responsibilities.  
Salary:   Minimum - $41,694 - 
$57,476, actual salary will de-
pend on experience and quali-
fications.  Application Proce-
dure:  Submit cover letter, re-
sume, writing sample and ref-
erences to Steve M. Lowe, 
Franklin County Prosecuting 
Attorney, 1016 N 4th Ave, 
Pasco, WA  99301.  Candi-
dates selected for personal in-
terviews will be contacted by 
telephone.  Contact Person:  
Jennifer Peterson, Office Ad-
ministrator, (509) 545-3543  
Closing Date:  Open until 
filled. 

Employment Opportunities 

This is your last hard copy of  
The Courthouse Journal! 
 
WSAC and WACO will E-mail the next issue! 

Do we have your email address??? 
 
Contact Us!   
WSAC - Ginni Peppert at gpeppert@wacounties.org  
or call (360) 753-1886  
 

WACO - Kathie Houts at khouts@wacounties.org  
or call (360) 753-7319 


